Evangelical Visitor - September, 1985 Vol. 98. No. 9 by Pierce, Glen A.
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
9-1-1985 
Evangelical Visitor - September, 1985 Vol. 98. No. 9 
Glen A. Pierce 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2494 
Recommended Citation 
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - September, 1985 Vol. 98. No. 9" (1985). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 2494. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2494 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 




How human, yet divine, is bread— 
The first to pass when prayers are said, 
Uplifted by the thankful hand, 
Congenial to touch, pulse-bland; 
Engaging kneading hands to bake, 
Requiring only hands to break; 
Subjected to the added spread-
Its texture yellowed, slathered red; 
Seconded and defaced, it serves, 
Denied respect its role deserves; 
Fit emblem of our Lord's demise 
In feeding us through sacrifice. 
When I see the Butterfinger candy 
bar on a shelf at the supermarket or 
drugstore, I often recall an event of 
my early boyhood days, soon after I 
became a Christian. 
At that time, I was green in regard 
to the Bible, especially the Old Tes-
tament, what was contained in the 
books of the Mosaic law. But early 
in that time of fresh and vigorous 
spiritual growth, I read about the 
sacrifices of those early Israelites, 
how they gave the first of their flocks 
to the Lord, the best they had. And I 
wondered about the sacrifices that 
God expected me to make. 
I was only 12 at the time, and it 
was the Depression years. My family 
was poor. We were on what was 
known as "relief," what is called 
"welfare" today. Money for the pleas-
ures of life seldom came to a boy of 
my age. But occasionally it did, and 
a whole nickel became mine to spend 
as I chose. At that time the Butter-
finger candy bar was one of my 
favorites, and I often bought that 
delicious bit of sweetness to devour 
with boyish pleasure. 
Then one day, in the midst of eat-
ing such a treat, the thought came to 
me, "Perhaps I should sacrifice a 
part of this candy bar to God." It 
was an unhappy thought, because 
even though the candy bar was large 
at that time, I still wanted it all for 
myself. And yet the "conviction" 
came strongly to me that I should 
sacrifice part of it to the Lord. I 
struggled with the thought in my 12-
year-old mind, a Christian for only a 
few months. 
Finally I yielded to the call. I 
broke off a piece of it, perhaps an 
inch or so, took it to a secluded spot 
of the yard, and reverently laid it 
down beside a tree. It was my gift to 
God. Later I came back and sadly 
viewed the ants devouring my sacri-
fice. But I had done what I thought I 
was called to do. I recall making that 
boyish sacrifice only once. Perhaps 
the ants cured me. 
As an adult I have often reflected 
on that boyhood action and thought 
how foolish it was, until one day the 
Lord told me what he thought about 
it. He said, "Bob, don't laugh at your 
action: When you sacrificed that 
portion of Butterfinger candy bar to 
me, I did not laugh. You were young 
in your Christian life, felt the convic-
tion, and followed it. The end of that 
candy bar was precious to you. You 
gave it out of your poverty, and I 
accepted it. In fact, you gave me 
more then, than many do now. The 
Butterfinger candy bar cost you a 
nickle, and you gave me a healthy 
tenth of it, closer to a fifth of it. You 
smile now at what you call "foolish-
ness," but it wasn't foolishness at all. 
You were interpreting the Scriptures 
as you knew them in that 12-year-
old mind. I was glad." 
When God said that, 50 years 
after the event, I could hardly believe 
what I was hearing. I replied, "Really, 
Lord? You really liked it? The idea, 
of course, not the candy bar. The 
ants got that." 
And God beamed down on this 
ancient one, said with a rich smile, 
"Bob, I was happy. You gave me a 
part of what was most precious to 
you at that time. I was, still am, 
proud of the sacrifice you made." 
So, now, when I pass the yellow-
and-blue-wrapped Butterfinger, both 
God and I smile at it. They are smiles 
of happiness, not chagrin. The candy 
bar has precious memories for both 
of us. 
Reprinted by permission of The Gospel 
Herald. 
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in tfys issue... 
I grew up in the church thinking 
that the use of Christian symbols 
(apart from the cross, which was a 
"reality," of course, not a "symbol") 
was restricted to a liturgical approach 
to the faith—an approach which 
was, I either deduced or was taught, 
a polar opposite to an evangelical, 
holiness faith. 
Somewhere along the line, how-
ever, I discovered that the commu-
nion bread and cup, the footwashing 
towel and basin, the anointing oil 
used during prayer for healing—all 
of these are symbols in the life of the 
Brethren in Christ which convey rich 
meanings to those prepared to let 
them speak. And I continue to learn 
how Christian symbols can com-
municate truth to the heart that 
seeks to be open to the voice of God. 
In fact, as articles in this issue sug-
gest, there are a number of different 
types of symbols—hymnals, ushers, 
clocks, even candy bars—which de-
pict our understanding of faith, com-
mitment, and service. 
The subject of symbolism is men-
tioned as well in the article on 
Christmas planning (see page 10). 
No, we're not joining the merchants 
who begin their Christmas sales pro-
motion before Thanksgiving. Instead, 
our motive is sharing brotherhood 
ideas and resources with you as you 
plan your Christmas programming. 
A special word of greeting to 
those of you who do not regularly 
receive the Visitor. (This issue is 
being mailed in bulk to each Brethren 
in Christ congregation.) We hope 
you enjoy this issue, and invite you 
to join the growing family of Visitor 
subscribers. New subscriptions are 
only $7.00 ($8.50 Canadian) for the 
first year. The mailing address and 
additional information is to the right 
of this paragraph. 
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Symbols, sacraments, 
and spiritual formation 
by Marlene Kropf 
Symbols express truth and meaning for us that cannot be expressed in 
words alone. They bridge a gap between an inner and an outer world of 
reality; they invite a whole response. In our life of faith, where reality is too 
full and deep for any human language to express, symbols are the natural 
mode of communication. 
Symbol and sacrament are com-
plex words with an artificial ring for 
many of us. They call to mind 
magical-medieval notions of hier-
archy and doctrine. Yet a revolution 
is occurring in the human sciences 
and in Christendom that is trans-
forming the old understanding of 
symbol and sacrament and may offer 
new insight to us as well. 
Symbols 
Discussions of symbol often begin 
by making a distinction between 
sign and symbol. A sign has a spe-
cific meaning; it points a direction or 
gives information. A traffic light 
directs motorists to stop or go. A 
punctuation mark guides readers to 
question or pause. 
Symbols are also signs, but they 
differ from simple signs in their rich-
Marlene Kropf is associate secretary for 
congregation education and literature for the 
Mennonite Board of Congregational Minis-
tries, Elkhart, Ind. Reprinted by permission 
from Builder, Scottdale, Pa. 
ness and complexity. Bernard Cooke 
says that 
symbols have this power to 
touch the entire range of our 
consciousness—rational 
thought, imagination, emo-
tions, dreams—they are privi-
leged means of expressing our 
most personal and important 
and disturbing experiences. 
. . . Symbols speak com-
monly to all of us and yet speak 
somewhat distinctively to each 
of us.1 
A quilt, for example, made by a 
congregation for a dearly loved pas-
tor and family is more than just a 
blanket. The quilt's texture, colors, 
design, and stitching represent the 
relationship of love and trust that 
developed over the years and bound 
the people and their leader together. 
As the pastor's family views the quilt 
in years to come, they will continue 
to experience the love they shared 
with the congregation. They may 
smile, weep, or be moved to pensive 
thoughts. Because it is a symbol, the 
quilt is a mediator of meaning that 
continues to enrich their lives. It 
does much more than recall the past; 
it makes the past present in a way 
that nourishes their lives in the pres-
ent. 
Symbols express truth and mean-
ing for us that cannot be expressed 
in words alone. They bridge a gap 
between an inner and an outer world 
of reality; they invite a whole re-
sponse. Enriched by new understand-
ings from communications theory, 
anthropology, and sociology, we 
now see more clearly that humans 
are symbol-making creatures. And 
especially in our life of faith, where 
reality is too full and deep for any 
human language to express, symbols 
are the natural mode of communi-
cation. 
Sacraments 
Throughout the history of the 
church, biblical symbols such as 
water, oil, bread and wine have func-
tioned as sacraments. Involving 
words, actions, and (usually) ob-
jects, sacraments are symbols of 
God's self-giving that mediate the 
reality of God's presence in a manner 
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similar to the way the pastor's quilt 
invokes the reality of a congrega-
tion's love. 
Anabaptists, however, like many 
Protestants, have distrusted symbols 
and sacraments. Reacting to medie-
val sacramentalism, which overem-
phasized God's activity and required 
little response from individual Chris-
tians, the early Anabaptists followed 
Zwingli's lead in desacralizing the 
sacraments. Not going so far as 
Zwingli, however, they emphasized 
participation in communion as fel-
lowship in Christ's suffering and the 
unity of the body. Eventually prefer-
ring the term ordinances, they under-
stood baptism and communion as 
ceremonies "ordered" by Jesus Christ. 
Christians participated in the cere-
mony of communion as a way of 
remembering their Lord's life and 
death and signifying their obedient 
response. 
While the distinctions may seem 
overly fine at this point, they are 
crucial. The Anabaptist understand-
ing of ordinances as a memorial has 
tended to overemphasize the human 
response and has nurtured little aware-
ness of the mystery and power of 
God's action. Such an emphasis is 
not unrelated to our general prag-
matism and small capacity for grace. 
We are more comfortable with doing 
than being. 
Basically our uneasiness with sac-
raments can be traced to our fear of 
"cheap grace" and to our distrust of 
the physical world, an attitude we 
inherited from the Enlightenment. 
As good rationalists, we believe in 
the power of God's Word—for has 
not the Word been the center of our 
worship?—but we distrust the power 
of objects to manifest God. Perhaps 
we are offended that the Lord of the 
universe should choose to reveal Self 
through the common elements of 
earth. Yet the God of the Bible so 
chooses. 
The emerging understanding of 
sacraments is rooted in the Incarna-
tion. Just as human love needs to be 
expressed in visible ways to be re-
ceived, so God's love has been shown 
to us in a way we can perceive— 
through a Person. The Gospel of 
John eloquently but simply describes 
God's gift: "And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth" (1:14). 
Edward Schillebeeckx, a contem-
The cross, the dove, the basin and towel 
Recently on a nationwide pro-
gram, a prominent broadcaster of 
Christian television was looking at 
the broadcast's logo and exclaimed, 
"That says it all—the cross and the 
dove!" 
"No, my dear brother," I mut-
tered, "It doesn't say it all. How 
about the basin and the towel?" 
Service is an important and tradi-
tional ingredient in the Brethren in 
Christ belief and practice. Alas, 
modern evangelical Christians tend 
toward a narrowed focus on only the 
cross and the dove (particularly the 
dove). This unbalanced emphasis is 
reflected in many ways which result 
in a completely different "style" of 
expressing and demonstrating one's 
faith—but that's another whole sub-
ject by itself. Suffice it to say, I am 
pleased that the designers of our 
emblem appropriately included the 
symbol of the basin and towel along 
with the cross and dove. 
Our emblem is appearing on our 
literature, letterheads, artwork, sign-
boards, stained glass windows, etc. 
At the Chino Brethren in Christ 
Church (Chino, Calif.), the emblem 
has been beautifully rendered in 
wood in the structure of their chan-
cel pulpit. 
This unique pulpit was designed 
and built by Rich Montecuello who 
attends the Chino congregation along 
with his wife, Denise, and their three 
sons, Seth, Aaron, and Peter. Rich is 
a professional cabinet-maker who 
has a love and talent for creative 
woodworking, and he enjoys shar-
ing his craft with his family, friends, 
and church. Rich also serves his 
congregation as caretaker. 
The pulpit is constructed of a var-
iety of hardwoods with different 
.by George Hostetler 
colors and textures. The pedestal, 
main supports, top, and dove are 
white oak; the cross is cherry; the 
bowl is walnut; the towel is red oak. 
Pastor Herb Anderson enjoys 
using this pulpit because it brings 
congregation and pastor closer to-
gether—he is not "hidden" behind 
the massive traditional pulpit. Also 
the pulpit is relatively light and can 
easily be moved to adapt to different 
types of programs. This pulpit would 
also be suitable for use in fellowship 
halls and large Sunday school classes. 
Rich Montecuello and pastor Herb 
Anderson would be pleased if you 
would like to build a pulpit like this 
for your church. They have given me 
permission to offer complete plans, 
patterns, and instructions to anyone 
wishing them. 
As we use our emblem in various 
ways, let the truth behind the sym-
bols penetrate our minds and etch 
into our consciousness. Let's explain 
the meanings to our children and act 
out the applications in our lives! 
Those wishing plans, patterns, and instruc-
tions for building the above pictured pulpit 
should send their name and address to: 
George Hostetler, P. O. Box 1091, Upland, 
CA 91785. 
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porary Flemish theologian, writes 
profoundly about the Incarnation: 
The man Jesus, as the personal 
visible realization of the divine 
grace of redemption, is the sac-
rament, the primordial sacra-
ment, because this man, the 
Son of God himself, is intended 
by the Father to be in his 
humanity the only way to the 
actuality of redemption,2 
Schillebeeckx goes even further to 
show how the church becomes the 
sacrament of the risen Christ. "The 
earthly Church," he says, "is the vis-
ible realization of this saving reality 
in history."3 Through the faithful 
witness of God's people, imperfect 
and human as we are, Christ's love is 




Now we come to the heart of the 
matter. If we ask what is the rela-
tionship between spiritual formation 
and our Anabaptist observance of 
ordinances, we should have to ac-
knowledge that there may be little 
connection—at least if frequen-
cy of observance is any criterion. Yet 
the practice of the early church was 
to "break bread" at every gathering 
for worship along with the apostles' 
teaching, fellowship, and prayer. 
That early Christian fellowship at 
the Lord's Table provided incredible 
strength for living and dying. Had 
not Jesus himself said, "He who eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood lives 
in me and I live in him. As I, who am 
sent by the living Father, myself 
draw life from the Father, so who-
ever eats me will draw life from me" 
(John 6:56-57)? 
We have already seen how, after 
the Reformation, the Enlightenment 
did much to bleed the juices out of 
the living, dynamic experience of the 
Lord's Supper. What has come to us 
is often merely a sign, an emaciated 
version quite unlike the early church's 
richly symbolic meal. Small wonder, 
then, that many of our communion 
services have become solemn, hushed 
events that merely remember the 
death and suffering of our Lord. 
And if our thoughts are drawn to the 
6 
future—to the messianic banquet— 
even then we are sober. For without 
a present experience of God's freely 
given grace, neither remembrance of 
the past nor expectation of the future 
brings joy. 
What the ordinances—bled dry— 
cannot give is new life. They can 
remind us, they can instruct us, they 
can even prod us to righteousness. 
But they cannot give us the joy of a 
relationship with the Lord of life. 
If the purpose of spiritual forma-
tion is the new creation—both indi-
vidual and corporate—then the sac-
raments must certainly be set free to 
fulfill their life-giving role in the 
divine-human encounter. In worship 
we will need to reclaim the dual 
emphasis on Word and Table which 
characterized the early Church. As 
part of our re-education, we will 
need to be brought back in touch 
with many symbols that can nourish 
us. And to be empowered by the 
sacraments as individuals and con-
gregations, we will need to: 
•humbly open ourselves in faith to 
receive God however and through 
whomever God chooses to come 
•honestly enter into the deep, ongo-
ing work of cleansing and transfor-
mation 
•lovingly bind ourselves to the Chris-
tian community (for the sacraments 
are essentially communal) 
•joyfully commit ourselves to build-
ing God's kingdom (to be "symbol-
carriers of God's healing presence"4) 
Along with spiritual disciplines, 
such as solitude, prayer, meditation, 
confession, and service, the Chris-
tian community's experience of the 
sacraments can establish and renew 
our relationship with the living God 
from which springs our life of love 
and service, simplicity and sharing, 
faith and hope. 
Notes 
1. Bernard Cooke, Sacraments and Sacra-
mentality (Mystic, Conn.: Twenty-Third 
Publications, 1983), p. 45. 
2. Edward Schillebeeckx, Christ the Sac-
rament of the Encounter with God (New 
York: Sheed and Ward, 1963), p. 15. 
3. Schillebeeckx, p. 47. 
4. Regis Duffy, Real Presence: Worship, 
Sacraments and Commitment (San Fran-
cisco: Harper and Row, 1982), p. 47. 
On a summer evening in 1984 I 
entered a church in Lancaster 
County, Pa., to share with the con-
gregation in an Ascension Day ser-
vice. I was not prepared for the pow-
erful effect of that service. I felt it 
first as I waited for the service to 
begin and picked up the hymnal 
(Spiritual Songs and Hymns, Copy-
right 1935). To everyone else in the 
church, handling their hymnal was 
no doubt a utilitarian function re-
lated to their normal worship ex-
perience. It was much more than 
that for me. 
I was born the year the hymnal 
was introduced to the church. All of 
my impressionable childhood, into 
youth and adulthood, revolved 
around that hymnal. Every week, 
twice on Sunday and at midweek 
prayer meetings as well as at revival 
services, I joined with my contem-
poraries and the sainted elders in 
singing those songs and hymns. Then 
for over 20 years, with the coming of 
a new hymnal and my involvement 
in other congregational settings, I 
was almost totally separated from 
my "companion"—until that sum-
mer evening when I experienced the 
powerful impact of a symbol. 
The book I held was more than a 
hymnal. It was a symbol of my spir-
itual formation. During that first 
half hour, I sang from my book with 
such gusto and feeling that I suspect 
Glenn A. Ginder is bishop of the Mid-
west Conference of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, and serves as executive director of 
the Board for Ministry and Doctrine. 
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"That summer evening 
I experienced the 
powerful impact of a symbol." 
the people around me may have 
noticed and wondered. It served 
almost the same function as the wire 
in an electrical circuit. It became a 
conductor. Holding the book and 
singing songs like "Love Lifted me"— 
my all-time childhood favorite— 
seemed to connect me to such saints 
as Henry Peters and Fannie Rettew 
and the spiritual nurture that sur-
rounded me in the cottage prayer 
meetings. I experienced vivid reflec-
tions, but they were more in my 
heart than in my head. There was a 
truly synergistic effect as the total 
impact of that singing became much 
more to me than "the sum of the 
parts." 
In an article reprinted in this 
issue, Marlene Kropf affirms the 
strength and nature of symbols in 
our faith communication. Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper are familiar 
symbols of grace. These sacraments 
are sacred symbols. They are pro-
vided by the Lord himself as a means 
of communicating, confirming, and 
enriching our involvement with him 
in redemption. So bread and wine 
and water become to us much more 
than what is apparent to an unin-
volved observer. These simple acts 
can move us at the deepest level of 
our beings. We are immersed in the 
reality of our salvation, and sense 
again and again the joy and wonder 
of it all. 
Kropf also mentions a quilt, 
thoughtfully designed by the mem-
bers of a congregation and given to 
the pastor and family. This is also an 
important symbol—but of a differ-
ent kind. It was a sentimental sym-
bol, intended to help the pastoral 
family carry with them not merely 
physical warmth when it covered 
their bed, but emotional connections. 
As long as the quilt exists, seeing it 
or feeling its warmth could prompt 
beautiful memories and warm reflec-
tions on the part of the pastor's fam-
ily toward that thoughtful congrega-
tion. 
There is a third kind of important 
symbol that impacts our life in the 
church. It is the kind I experienced 
as I held the hymnal in the Lancaster 
County church. Every time we join 
in worship we encounter a long list 
of these symbols. Even a casual 
review of this past Sunday morning 
will bring a number of them to mind: 
the church building 
the entrance to the church 
the bulletin board 
signs in the church that give 




the clock, pews, windows (and 
the list goes on) 
If the sacraments, provided by 
God for the enrichment of our reflec-
tions on redemption, would be con-
sidered "sacred symbols," and if the 
"quilts" in our lives, provided to 
refresh our emotions, represent the 
"sentimental symbols," it would 
seem appropriate to refer to that 
category of items represented on the 
above list as supportive symbols. 
by Glenn A. Ginder 
These "supportive symbols" are cer-
tainly not the essence of true wor-
ship. And yet they are an integral 
part of our worship experience. Ideal-
ly, they contribute to the complete-
ness and effectiveness of worship. 
Common to all three types of 
symbols is the matter of intentional-
ity. God intentionally provided the 
sacraments for an obvious reason as 
noted earlier. The congregation was 
very intentional when they made the 
quilt to convey their sentiments to 
the pastor and family. 
When trying to understand the 
significance of the supportive sym-
bols which are such an integral part 
of our worship, it may not be possi-
ble to so clearly identify who de-
signed them and exactly what the 
original purpose may have been. 
Ushers and pews and steeples and 
bulletin boards have evolved out of 
the needs and creativity of congrega-
tions at various points in the history 
of the church. Many of these sym-
bols have been incorporated into 
our respective worship services with-
out any thought on our part beyond 
this: it is customary. Furthermore, 
even when we are intentional about 
one or more of these supportive 
symbols, there is often no unifying 
intention. In one church ushers may 
be simply a symbol of the offering; in 
another a symbol of order and deco-
rum; in still another a symbol of wel-
come and friendship. A robed pastor 
may symbolize for some an undue 
degree of formality, or a "proper 
minister," or an uncomfortable dis-
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tance between pastor and parish-
ioner. 
All of this could be considered 
quite incidental except for the fact 
that these symbols provide the set-
ting—the context—in which the glo-
rious gospel is communicated and 
the worship of Almighty God is 
expressed. No doubt many who are 
well initiated into the life of the 
church will have little trouble coping 
with symbols that are out of tune 
with the message. Such persons will 
simply reckon with the discordant 
symbol and move beyond it to re-
spond to the message it was intended 
to support. But talk with the church 
dropouts and it is soon apparent 
that many are not successful in deci-
phering the real message when the 
symbols were not supportive. For 
example, pastors involved in out-
reach encounter a disturbing number 
who left the church and whose story 
includes a whining complaint about 
the church "always begging for money." 
Somehow the offering plate or pledge 
card or invitation to give was per-
ceived as "begging for money." It 
symbolized for the church dropout 
something that the pastor and church 
board surely didn't intend—and in 
fact may not have been aware of. 
These support symbols, of course, 
are intended to work for the church. 
In fact, the stakes are so high that 
each church should give serious atten-
tion to assuring that they do. Several 
areas of commitment are valuable to 
consider. 
Commitment I: To be sensitive to 
people (especially those new to the 
church), discovering what your var-
ious symbols mean to them. Listen 
to the simple questions they ask. 
Notice their hesitation or discomfort 
regarding things that you may be 
doing with almost no thought. Iden-
tify in your own mind those symbols 
that might be misunderstood by 
people from other backgrounds and 
find opportunities to discuss them 
with the newcomer. 
Commitment II: To be clear about 
the message you want to communi-
cate, identifying those symbols that 
support or distract. This is one place 
where intentionality comes into play— 
not so much the intention of the per-
son who may have first introduced 
the symbol, but yours. For example, 
since it is certainly your intention to 
help people in your church to know 
God better, you would want to iden-
tify what acts of worship or other 
worship symbols contribute most 
effectively to such knowledge. If it is 
agreed that singing selected hymns is 
a means to this end, then quality 
hymn singing would be given special 
These symbols provide the 
setting—the context—in 
which the glorious gospel 
is communicated and the 
worship of Almighty God 
is expressed. 
attention. If reading from the Bible 
is thought to support your focus on 
the knowledge of God, then ways of 
making the public reading appealing 
becomes a primary concern. Remem-
ber, however, that the nature of a 
symbol is such that there is a special 
richness to its message. There is in it 
the "power to touch the entire range 
of our consciousness—rational 
thought, imagination, emotions, 
dreams . . . . Symbols speak com-
monly to all of us and yet speak 
somewhat distinctively to each of us 
(see page 4). Thus, the Bible reading 
may be carefully presented and yet 
for some, it will make a difference 
whether the reader was male or 
female, a church official, or a lay 
person. For others, the version from 
which it is read is an important sym-
bol. Still others, who always assumed 
that Scripture should be read only 
after the reference is given and pages 
have been turned, may be distracted 
when that pattern is varied. When it 
is discovered that such distractions 
exist, it would be helpful to consider 
Commitment III. 
Commitment III: To build clear 
meaning into each symbol and give 
that meaning appropriate visibility. 
A most interesting discussion could 
be developed in a congregational set-
ting such as a Sunday evening, where 
those often-taken-for-granted facets 
of church life (supportive symbols) 
would be reviewed. The congrega-
tion would be made more conscious 
of the many symbols incorporated in 
its routine life and become inten-
tional about their meaning. Also, in 
the normal course of a church's life, 
there are times when a particular 
symbol comes into special focus. 
Occasionally, brief statements could 
be added describing what that act or 
artifact is intended to express. This is 
especially valuable in our growing 
churches where two types of people 
are always present: 1) Those whose 
past life has not been lived in the 
context of the array of religious 
symbols. They could easily miss 
some of the rich meaning of our 
worship and could turn away disap-
pointed or confused. 2) Others will 
come from church backgrounds, but 
the set of symbols with which they 
are familiar will be different. They 
may become frustrated and disillu-
sioned. In either case it will be help-
ful to have opportunities to explore 
and clarify the meaning of our 
symbols. 
On the next Lord's day, as you 
enter your church, take note of sev-
eral symbols. Then ask yourself some 
questions: 
Aside from its obvious function, 
what other feelings, memories, or 
impressions does it trigger? 
As I know the purpose of my 
church, does this symbol help or 
hinder, clarify or garble that pur-
pose? 
Can I identify the various mes-
sages a given symbol communicates? 
(Eg., the clock on the wall indicates 
the time of day but what does its 
presence on the church wall say 
about our worship? Does its size or 
location give any additional mes-
sages? Are they intentional? Desir-
able?) 
Which symbols most effectively 
enhance my worship? How can they 
best serve that purpose, yet stay in 
the background as timely supportive 
symbols? • 
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"Does anyone have any 
new ideas for 
Christmas?" 
'Tis four months before Christmas 
And all through the church, 
Not a person is idle; 
All've joined in the search 
For sharp new ideas 
The church to perform, 
To celebrate Christmas 
When comes that glad morn. 
Picture the pastor, worship committee, music minister, chancel 
committee, and children's workers cloistered in the lingering heat of 
a late summer's evening. Each searches the face of the others. Then, 
slowly . . . cautiously comes the dreaded question: "Does anyone 
have any new ideas for Christmas this year?" 
Silence. The Sunday school superintendent shifts in her chair, 
uncrossing her legs and crossing them the opposite way. The chancel 
committee chairperson stares blankly at the pencil mark on the wall 
behind the pastor. The children's coordinator doodles across the 
legal tablet on her lap. The worship chairman purposefully flips 
through his hymnal, seemingly occupied in the birthing of a 
brainchild. 
The stillness crackles with tension until a timid voice speaks from 
the corner: "Let's skip Christmas this year." 
"All in favor?" immediately chimes the pastor. 
"Aye." 
"All opposed?' 
"Unanimous. The minutes will note that the congregation opts to 
dispense with Christmas, 1985. Meeting adjourned." 
* # * * * 
Unlikely conclusion? Probably. Unfamiliar setting? Probably 
not. So, in late 1984, the Visitor staff went fishing—idea fishing. A 
letter arrived in each Brethren in Christ church, asking for submis-
sions for Christmas ideas and programs. Now, our office "gofer," 
Bonnie, did not exactly strain the mail bag carrying in the letters of 
response. But we got enough mail for us to report that the celebra-
tion of Christmas is alive and well. 
The longest of the responses came from Upland, Calif. (See the 
article "Celebrate Christmas" by Dorcas Lady Good, p. 10.) But 
several other congregations sent helpful comments: Oklahoma City; 
Morrison, 111.; Manor, Pa.; Cedar Heights, Pa.; and Nappanee, Ind. 
We are grateful for their responses, which we gladly share with you. 
Their ideas may not necessarily fit your situation, but their reports 
may serve to spark an idea that will be successful in your 
congregation. 
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The most widely known Chrismon is a combination of 
the first two letters of the Greek word for Christ, Christos (XPISTOS). 
The Chi Rho (XP) was widely used by the early church. 
eleb rate 
hristmas 
.by Dorcas Lady Good 
Celebrate! 
Webster's New World Dictionary 
gives the following definitions: 
(1) to perform (a ritual, cere-
mony, etc.) publicly and for-
mally; (2) to commemorate (an 
anniversary, holiday, etc.) with 
ceremony or festivity; (3) to 
honor or praise publicly; (4) to 
mark (a happy occasion) by 
engaging in some pleasurable 
activity. 
The above four definitions of the 
word "celebrate" describe precisely 
the 1984 Christmas season at Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church, Upland, 
Calif. It was ceremony . . . it was 
festivity . . . it was praise . . . and it 
was a happy occasion! 
Decorating a Chrismon tree 
The Chrismon Christmas tree was 
an integral part of our celebration 
this year. The word Chrismon is a 
combination of two words: Christ 
Dorcas Lady Good is the Drama Resource 
Person at the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church, Upland. CA. 
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and Monogram. Chrismons are just 
that—monograms of Christ. The 
designs of these Chrismons were 
carved or drawn by some of the ear-
liest Christians. Early Christians used 
them to identify themselves to one 
another, to designate meeting places 
of the church, and, sometimes, to 
show unbelievers where they stood. 
The idea for turning these sym-
bolic designs into beautiful Christ-
mas tree decorations came out of the 
Ascension Lutheran Church in Dan-
ville, VA, during the Christmas sea-
son of 1959. Since that time, the 
blessing of Chrismons has spread far 
beyond the boundaries of the State 
of Virginia and the Lutheran denom-
ination. 
To begin, we ordered Chrismons— 
Basic Series, an instructional book 
from The Lutheran Church of the 
Ascension, 314 West Main Street, 
Danville, VA 24541. The cost is 
$3.00 per book. 
Our next step was to select pat-
terns from the book that would be 
suitable for different ages and abili-
ties. Working closely with the Sun-
day school department, we then in 
early fall submitted patterns to all of 
the Sunday school classes (1st grade 
thru adult). Accompanying the pat-
terns were instructional sheets and 
information for obtaining supplies. 
Completion date was also specified. 
Chrismons are in white and gold 
to symbolize the purity and perfec-
tion, the majesty and glory of the 
Son of God. Gold beads, white 
pearls, and white styrofoam bases 
covered with gold mesh, were some 
of the supplies used. Although our 
local craft stores carried most of the 
supplies we needed, we did order 
some specialized supplies from Ruf-
ty's Garden Shop, 1335 West Innes 
Street, Salisbury, N.C. 28144 (This 
address is given in Chrismons— 
Basic Series). 
The explanation of the symbolism 
of the different Chrismons is of 
utmost importance. We chose to do 
this at our Family Christmas cele-
bration which is held the first Sun-
day evening in December. Here in 
the setting of candlelit tables laden 
with cookies and punch, one of each 
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An alternative to making Chrismons would 
styrofoam or similar material. 
pattern of Chrismons was hung on 
the tree with a spokesperson explain-
ing its religious symbolism and the 
Sunday school class that had made 
it. 
After our Family Christmas pro-
gram, which is held in the fellowship 
hall, the Chrismon tree was moved 
to the front of the sanctuary to be a 
part of the children's Christmas pro-
gram, Chancel Choir Christmas con-
cert, and the Christmas Eve candle-
light services. 
We found that even though we 
were amateurs, by carefully follow-
ing the directions and suggestions set 
forth in the instructional book, our 
Chrismons had a professional ap-
pearance. Combining the Chrismons 
with miniature clear lights, we had a 
truly elegant tree that added dignity 
and beauty to our worship experi-
ences. 
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be decorating simple symbols cut from 
Carol of Christmas 
Angels and light were a vital part 
of the very first Christmas and cer-
tainly played a very significant part 
in our celebration as well. Dr. Don 
Grant had selected John W. Peter-
son's Carol of Christmas for the 
Chancel Choir Christmas concert. 
In considering what could be done 
with the Carol of Christmas to add a 
dramatic touch, we came up with the 
idea of placing a special angel choir 
in the lofts which are a part of the 
pillar structure on both sides of the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church 
sanctuary. We decided that this angel 
choir would j oin the chancel choir at 
the point where the narrator an-
nounces, "And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of heav-
enly hosts praising God and saying 
. . ." and sing through "Glory to 
God in the highest . . . " and then 
again at the finale for "Christ is the 
Lord " 
Dawn Gilmore took charge of 
preparing the 20 high school and 
college-age girls musically for the 
performance. 
Outfitting 20 angels was the big-
gest problem to overcome. We had 
made six adult angel gowns for the 
previous year's Family Christmas. 
Rental would run approximately 
$25 per person. This was too expen-
sive for our budget. 
Over coffee one Sunday evening 
after church, Marilyn Freeman sug-
gested that baptismal robes be used 
for angel gowns. Fantastic idea! A 
quick call to Harold and Ardys 
Sider assured us that we could use 
the eight robes that the church has, 
and another call assured us of the 
use of the six baptismal robes owned 
by the Ontario Brethren in Christ 
Church. Upon checking the robes, 
however, we found that they were a 
little shorter than would be ideal for 
our purposes. Solution: buy yards of 
five-inch trim and baste stitch the 
trim to the bottom of the robes. The 
trim could be easily removed (and 
saved) after the performance. The 
Sewing Circle graciously consented 
to do the sewing, and we had our 20 
lovely angel gowns! (We liked the 
effect of the zippered baptismal robes 
worn backwards, which gave a nice 
yoke-effect in front.) 
Wings for 20 angels was the pains-
taking part of the preparation. Fol-
lowing, basically, the outline of the 
wing pattern in the McCall's Pattern 
#7732*, we free-formed #16 wire in 
the desired shape. Across this frame 
we stretched silver net tablecloth 
material and affixed it to the frame 
with a glue gun. We worked in pairs 
on the wings, one to stretch and hold 
the fabric and the other to operate 
the glue gun. A support was fixed on 
the back side, in the middle of the 
wings, through which the silver rop-
ing would be secured to tie around 
the angel's bodice. The final touch 
was silver garland glued to the outer 
edges of the wings and vertically, 
down the center, to cover the sup-
*This pattern is no longer in print. Check 
your local fabric store for a similar one. 
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port. Although we did not keep pre-
cise record of time, I would estimate 
that nearly 100 hours went into the 
making of the wings. The finished 
result was well worth the time spent, 
however! Not only were they an ele-
gant part of this year's performance, 
but they are safely packed away to 
be used in years to come. 
Lighting, too, played an impor-
tant role in the Chancel Choir's per-
formance of the Carol of Christmas. 
We rented from a local music store 
two trees with four Fresnel lights 
each. These were operated from a 
three-scene light board and used to 
enhance the choir and the nativity 
scene. Nelson Stump operated a 
large spotlight which followed the 
nativity processional down the aisle, 
ascented Gabriel in the loft, spot-
lighted important characters, and 
which, along with several smaller 
spots, was focused as needed on the 
mirror ball. 
A mirror ball is an electronically 
operated "ball of mirrors." As it 
turns, it reflects in magnificent spots 
or images the light that is focused on 
it. We rented the mirror ball from a 
local rental company (the $20 fee 
was well worth the effect it gave!). 
This mirror ball was suspended from 
the middle of our cathedral ceiling. 
When the angels sang, the mirror 
ball with all the spots focused on it, 
was turned on. As the angels sang, 
the whole sanctuary danced with 
light, giving marvelous life to the 
words "Glory to God " 
Another touch of light, which 
added to the preparatory atmosphere 
for the Chancel Choir Christmas 
concert, was the use of outside can-
dles, or luminaria. Avis and Ralph 
Brumbaugh prepared outdoor can-
dle holders from gallon-size plastic 
containers, added sand, and candles. 
These outlined the lawn in front of 
the church and welcomed all comers 
with their flickering light. 
The narthex was also decorated 
and lighted to prepare the visitors 
for the worship experience to come. 
Elegant nativity sets graced the nar-
thex tables and poinsettias flanked 
the doorways. All of this was set 
softly aglow with the miniature, clear 
lights decorating the fig plants. 
Music and drama are a natural, 
wonderful part of the celebration of 
Christmas. John W. Peterson's Carol 
of Christmas warms the hearts of its 
listeners with the familiar strains of 
"O Little Town of Bethlehem," 
"Angels We Have Heard on High," 
and the always favorite, "O Holy 
Night." The drama is simple, yet 
uniquely beautiful, when the charac-
ters are brought up the center isle 
and spotlighted at a roughly-hewn 
stable at the front of the sanctuary. 
Dressing the women of the choir 
in long, black skirts and white, long-
sleeved blouses and the men of the 
choir in dark suits and ties, placing 
their musical scores in Christmas-
red folders, and surrounding them 
with poinsettias with the Chrismon 
Christmas tree behind them, pro-
jected a Christmas-card effect which 
was almost breathtaking. 
Famous paintings of the nativity 
can give ideas for costumes, as was 
the case with the costumes worn by 
the wisemen in the Carol of Christ-
mas. The painting, "Seven Joys of 
the Virgin," by Hans Henlings, in-
spired one woman of the congrega-
tion to design and make three less 
traditional wisemen costumes. High 
school and college-age boys found 
costumes featuring high, suede boots; 
slim, conventional pants; and ele-
gant tops and hats more fun to wear 
than the traditional robes. 
The opening number, "O, Come 
All Ye Faithful" was a perfect back-
ground for a joyful processional by 
Mary and her friends. This was not 
in the script, but was added to bring 
movement and a sense of joyful 
abandonment to the opening of the 
concert. This was also used to place 
Mary at the front of the sanctuary 
where she could hear Gabriel's an-
nouncement. 
In conclusion, the Christmas cele-
bration lends itself to the joy and 
freedom of creativity. After all, God's 
sending of his only Son was a part of 
his whole, wonderful, creative plan. 
It deserves the very best of our tal-
ents and gifts. 
The challenge that is ours as par-
ticipants in this holy celebration is to 
look around us . . . our church fa-
cility . . . our people . . . our musi-
cal scores . . . our dramatic scripts 
. . . and allow God to inspire us with 
fresh and unique ideas that will 
enhance our particular setting in the 
celebration of the birthday of his 
Son. 
For Christmas is ceremony. Christ-
mas is festivity. Christmas is praise. 
Christmas is a happy occasion! • 
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• Other ideas for • 
The Greater Oklahoma City Breth-
ren in Christ church reports "special 
music each Sunday in Advent, Christ-
mas Scriptures, fresh testimonies of 
'God with us,' and the handing out 
of a calendar of Advent readings." 
The Upland congregation's Decem-
ber newsletter (printed on bright red 
paper) gave special attention to Ad-
vent, with portions explaining the 
traditions of the Advent season and 
the Advent wreath. 
Darrell Smucker, pastor of the 
Morrison, IL, congregation relates 
his adventure in playwriting and 
directing: "We did the drama, 'A 
Matter of the Heart.' The drama 
runs about 25 minutes, including 
music." The songs are readily avail-
able on record albums and tapes. 
The cast requires seven actors. The 
story centers around a not-too-happy 
family and the Christmas spirit of 
the smallest child, who is willing to 
give herself to save her dying grand-
father. Rev. Smucker is willing to 
share the script with other congrega-
tions with drama aspirations. 
The Youth Crusaders of the 
Mowersville(Newburg, Pa.)congre-
gation, with the help of leaders Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Branter and Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Leroy Bert, presented the 
play, "Gift Wrap, Please," by Eliza-
beth W. Watson. The play requires a 
cast of over 20 people, only 4 of 
whom have large speaking parts. 
The drama revolves around attitudes 
toward giving, and ends by revealing 
how the kindness and sacrifice of the 
main character are in reality gifts to 
the Christchild. Nine books are avail-
able for lending. 
The Manor (Pa.) Church reports 
the following: " 'Hark, the Herald 
Angel' by Ron Long and Joanne 
Barrett was the feature for Christ-
mas morning 1983. The children's 
choir presented this delightful musi-
cal drama for both of our morning 
worship services. A 10-piece instru-
mental ensemble accompanied the 
kids. There were costumes, lighting, 
and a set to resemble heaven. Slides 
taken at an earlier Christmas page-
ant depicted shepherds and their 
sheep resting in the fields and then 
being startled by a glorious light and 
sound. These slides were projected 
on the front wall while the choir sang 
'Good News, Good News.' 
"At a Christmas Eve Service, a 
star was projected on the front wall 
from the rear balcony. The star was 
made with a straight pin by scratch-
ing onto the black film end of a film 
strip the shape of a cross with light 
beams emitting from it. 
"Slides were taken at a Christmas 
pageant 15 years ago or more. These 
slides included live animals, a real 
baby, etc. The same slides were then 
shown this year at the Christmas Eve 
Service. It was fun seeing how the 
different people in the pictures had 
changed. 
"The including of drums and bass 
guitar with the usual piano and 
organ accompaniment for the adult 
choir cantata helped the choir to 
'come alive' with excitement. It was 
contagious. The whole congregation 
was caught up in the atmosphere. 
Special but simple lighting effects 
also added to an already electric 
excitement." 
The Cedar Heights (Pa.) congre-
gation relays this information: "This 
past Christmas, our choir did the 
cantata, Christmas Song, by Joe 
Parks. Our choir, which numbers 
about 20, has done several Christ-
mas and Easter cantatas by this 
composer which we seem to like and 
are within our ability. . . . We would 
gladly lend our cantata books to 
other congregations." 
The Nappanee (Ind.) church has 
in past years written programs which 
combine the talents of both young 
and old in the congregation. Scripts 
for the more recent presentations 
can be obtained upon request. Sev-
eral years ago, the adult choir per-
formed the cantata, Colors of Christ-
mas, accompanied by an instrumental 
cassette tape. The music was com-
plemented by slides showing artists' 
depictions of the nativity, Scripture 
passages, or the colors being sung 
about. The slides alone were used in 
a presentation at a senior citizens' 
center the following year. Since the 
choir was no longer rehearsed on the 
music, the record of the music was 
used instead as background with 
comparable effectiveness. The record, 
slides, and slide script are available 
for use by other congregations. • 





Missions in the last 200 years have 
made considerable impact on many 
developing nations throughout the 
world, not only in the realm of evan-
gelism, but also in the areas of edu-
cation and medicine. Of necessity, 
the pioneers in the extensive mis-
sions networks founded schools to 
provide the needed skills in literacy 
which would enable the new con-
verts to learn to read the Scriptures 
in their own languages. In addition, 
those involved in such programs 
became readily aware of the tre-
mendous needs of those to whom 
they ministered for a system of basic 
health care delivery to combat ram-
pant disease and death. And as an 
outgrowth of this natural develop-
ment of clinics and hospitals, there 
soon arose medical mission training 
institutions for training allied (na-
tional) personnel, nurses, and doc-
tors. 
Today, however, the pendulum in 
missions is swinging away from the 
institution and centering on church 
planting as the necessary thrust of 
outreach. Recognized leaders in the 
missions movement and appropriate 
publications (such as the Evangelical 
Missions Quarterly) critique such 
institutions, cautioning that they 
often drift far away from the pri-
mary purpose of the church univer-
sal, that being evangelism. Instead, 
say the critics, they are programmed 
and caught up in the tasks of educa-
tion and medicine, so neglecting 
individual outreach. Other evalua-
tions deal with the great expenses 
involved in staffing and operating 
such institutions. And simultaneous-
ly the related matter of cost-effective-
ness is raised, i.e., number of con-
verts registered per number of dollars 
spent. 
These indeed are most appro-
priate issues and valid criticisms, 
and they must constantly be kept 
before the church and the mission 
Dr. Devee Boyd is the medical doctor at 
Mtshabezi Hospital in Zimbabwe. He began 
his service there in March, 1984. He and his 
wife Janice have four children. They are 
members of the Fairview Ave. (Waynes-
boro, PA) congregation. 
movement as a whole. Yet let us look 
at these very points a bit more 
closely, being careful not to allow 
current emphasis and phraseology 
to subtly sidetrack us from the issues 
at stake. 
In recent years the term "church 
planter" has been quite in vogue in 
evangelical circles and publications. 
This is a fairly new term coined to 
describe a particular strategy in mis-
sions. It is not, however, a term 
found in Scripture. While the term 
can be useful when its definition is 
properly understood, it may cause 
some subtle misdirection. It is read-
ily apparent that the purpose of 
church planters employed around 
the world today is not primarily to 
plant churches, but rather to make 
disciples (as was the command of 
our Lord in Matthew 28:19). Few of 
us would disagree that our primary 
task as Christians is to fulfill the 
directive of Jesus in his Great Com-
mission, that is, to disciple. And one 
must note that this can be equally 
well done by a teacher, secretary, 
administrator, nurse, maintenance 
personnel, physician, agriculturalist, 
as well as by the church planter. If 
by Devee Boyd 
disciples are indeed made, then a 
church will be planted; one doesn't 
plant the church first, then make dis-
ciples. I am certain that in the major-
ity of instances, discipling is what is 
intended in church planting minis-
tries. But there is a subtle difference 
in emphasis here and we must be 
careful of the misnomer of "church 
planter," and in addition we must 
critically and constantly evaluate our 
lives as disciplers. 
Next let us look at the matter of 
costs and cost-effectiveness—a most 
sensitive area for all concerned in 
that it affects the pocketbook, that 
most tender part of our "anatomy" 
and an area of ongoing heated de-
bate within church and mission or-
ganizations. It goes without saying 
that mission institutions need oper-
ating capital to continue to provide 
their ministry and outreach. Admin-
istrators argue, however, that such 
money could be spent more profita-
bly in direct evangelism and that 
more lives could be reached with the 
gospel if the money spent was so 
invested. This may indeed be true, 
but can we put a price tag on the 
conversion of even one soul? As we 
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Dr. John Spurrier and Lois Thuma 
evaluate institutions, we must keep 
in mind the practical realities of 
today's changing third world govern-
ments. In general, many countries 
once quite open to direct evangelism 
are now most reticent to allow an 
influx of expatriates for this stated 
purpose. Yet these same countries 
most eagerly welcome expatriate in-
put, from both the East and the 
West, in the professions of medicine 
and education. The message and the 
outreach of the gospel has been 
costly from the beginning—it cost 
God the life of his very Son—and 
necessary expenses continue to ac-
cumulate. 
Christian institutions are always a 
focal point in discussions of cost-
effectiveness in relation to evange-
lism. Yet in such discussions, we 
tend to ignore that "great" institu-
tion, the North American church. 
No voice is heard which advocated 
closing down, reducing funding, or 
ending solicitation of monies for this 
most venerated institution, and yet 
this same massive establishment has 
undoubtedly one of the poorest rec-
ords of conversions per dollar spent 
of any organization now existent! 
An evaluation of cost-effective-
ness must indeed be applied to the 
mission institution in light of our 
world's current financial situation 
and the church's emphasis on stew-
ardship. But as a phrase, "cost-
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effectiveness" is tossed about glibly 
by church administrators and as 
such has connotations similar to the 
phrase "church planter." It some-
times seems that the mention of an 
institution's cost-effectiveness brings 
all debate concerning its value to an 
end; judgment is based solely on 
that; the issues are closed. Yet the 
final analysis must be based on 
neither dollar signs nor the number 
of converts or church buildings. 
Rather we must analyze how well we 
are doing at making disciples and 
teaching them to observe all of that 
which we are commanded by Christ. 
I think a brief comment must be 
made concerning the matter of con-
tinued stewardship of what has al-
ready been invested in terms of time, 
money, and lives over the years now 
past. Much effort, service, and prayer 
has gone into countless mission es-
tablishments around the world— 
establishments that still have a job to 
fulfill in outreach and training. No 
one would advocate shutting down 
the corner church simply because 
that corner of the world has already 
been reached with the gospel and is 
thus no longer in need of any further 
word of witness. Nor should we 
advocate shutting down a mission 
institution simply because there are 
now other forms of Christian wit-
ness in the community. Certainly, if 
there is no longer a need for a Chris-
tian witness, then we should turn the 
institution over to the government 
or shut it down and send the person-
nel and money elsewhere. But verbal 
witness is not all God has called us 
to. Let us not be fooled into thinking 
the only Christian service that is 
important is verbal witness. We must 
also emphasize spiritual excellence 
and continued evangelization. 
Mission schools and hospitals still 
have valid roles to play in furthering 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and mak-
ing disciples. Such places provide 
the distinct advantage of a captive 
audience who will hear the gospel 
preached and see it lived in the lives 
of Christian staff and other students 
and patients. In order for that wit-
ness to take place, the institution 
must maintain Christian staff; pro-
vide emphasis by word and example 
of a godly lifestyle; secure competent 
evangelists and pastors; and main-
tain a standard of excellence in their 
specified fields of endeavor that gives 
evidence of the true nature of the 
Christian faith. 
Many developing countries have 
now reached a degree of growth 
where they are assuming control of 
educational processes and medical 
care delivery which were at one time 
almost exclusively the realm of mis-
sion organizations. Even so, there 
remain many, many mission institu-
tions that still provide these desper-
ately needed services for vast people 
groups in rural areas throughout the 
world. Such schools and hospitals 
continue to provide tremendous op-
portunities for the ongoing outreach 
of the gospel. Indeed the time is even 
more critical now, noting the con-
tinued change in third world govern-
mental power structures and the 
influence of eastern religions. This 
makes the urgency of such minis-
tries—where they are still allowed— 
even more crucial. 
James 2:14-17 speaks to the rela-
tionship between discipleship and 
the social gospel. Dollars must be 
spent in direct evangelism. But dol-
lars spent in education and health 
care delivery are just as necessary, 
providing that the institution exists 
to make disciples in obedience to our 
Master's directive. • 
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"I found meaning 
to this life/' 
Mrs. Okubo tells how God changed her life at a Christmas party for the students in 
English and at cooking classes taught by Brethren in Christ missionaries. 
As a child, I was cool and rather 
pessimistic. Nothing satisfied my 
soul. I had felt the emptiness of life. 
As I look back, I realize my grand-
mother's life and spirit exerted a 
strong influence upon me, for I was 
raised as a young child in her home. 
She was an only child and her father, 
a trader with Russia, failed in his 
business. As a result, she was adopt-
ed by her aunt who had no children. 
Her marriage brought her one son 
and three daughters. But her son 
died while very young, and her hus-
band died soon thereafter. She strug-
gled to care for her three daughters 
and protect her assets. She expe-
rienced very difficult times, espe-
cially during World War II and 
when national policy changed. She 
gradually came to the conclusion 
that she could believe in nothing. 
Events in my own life brought me 
to the same conclusion. I was born a 
very weak child. My parents thought 
it best for me to be raised in my 
grandmother's home in Hamamatsu. 
My mother moved there with me. 
One day while I was seeing the doc-
tor, Hamamatsu was attacked, and a 
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fire bomb hit our house, landing on 
my pillow. Had I been there, I would 
have died. 
We eventually returned to Tokyo. 
The war made it a very dangerous 
place to live, and supplies were lim-
ited. I was still in need of special 
care, so my aunt and her 3-year-old 
daughter came to Tokyo to look 
after my mother and me. The daugh-
ter contacted an epidemic disease 
while there and soon died. I felt 
responsible for her death since they 
had come on my account. 
What can we have with certainty? 
That was my question. Not money, 
not things, not even life. 
My nihilistic tendency grew dur-
ing high school until everything in 
this world seemed insignificant. I 
often dreamed of committing sui-
cide, but I didn't have the courage to 
carry it out. 
As the theme for my college grad-
uation thesis, I wrote about The 
Tragedy of Thomas Hardy. Hardy 
believed there was one absolute exist-
ence beyond human understanding 
which ruled over the universe. It had 
no will. Human beings would be 
tossed aimlessly under its chaotic 
rule. Men are eventually swallowed 
in a tragic swirl by fate without any 
relation to their own will. Hardy's 
philosophy was very similar to my 
own obscure thoughts about life. 
I led a very average life. I married 
and had children, yet I couldn't 
escape from being annoyed by ni-
hilistic ideas and self-abhorrence. Who 
can love others if they cannot love 
themselves? 
Because of my husband's work, 
we moved to Tokyo—our fifth move. 
I went to the Yayoidai church to 
study conversational English. There 
I met sincere Christians and good 
teachers. I hoped that if I would 
believe in God, it would bring an end 
to my suffering and difficulties. How-
ever, I knew this would not be the 
case. 
In July of 1984, Kathy Kennedy (a 
former teacher of English serving 
with Brethren in Christ Missions 
until July, 1985) took me to an 
Evangelical Free Church in Tokyo 
for an international dinner. I sat 
next to the guest speaker, Dr. Peter 
Wagner. He told me it was time to 
say "Yes, I will follow God." I was 
very embarrassed. To say yes was a 
great challenge for me. I remem-
bered a phrase from a book by Sono 
Ayako which said in essence that 
there are two ways of life: either one 
follows God or does not follow God. 
Since there is no logical proof for 
either way as the right way—only 
faith—I chose to believe in God. 
Many thoughts ran quickly through 
my mind. I was so engrossed in my 
thoughts that I was unaware of the 
passing time or of the people around 
me. 
Summoning all my courage, I at 
last said, "Yes!" 
The first step was difficult as Miss 
Kennedy had said it would be, but 
living as a Christian became easier. 
Now six months later I can look 
back and see the great changes that 
have taken place in me. I have now 
found meaning to this life. And it is 
wonderful to be able to accept myself 
and my existence. My desire now is 
that my faith in God will grow much 
greater. • 
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God at work in our world 
Better than any other 
Sunday school 
Karen Deyhle—Nagoya, Japan 
Many felt the need for a Sunday 
school program for the children, but 
there seemed to be too many obstacles. 
We had no experienced teachers, but 
some of our people decided to try. 
Through prayer and teamwork, our 
small group of inexperienced teachers 
have developed an excellent program 
and the children respond with enthusi-
asm. The teachers function as a team, 
taking turns as game leader, Bible story-
teller, workbook teacher, and song lead-
er. They meet once during the week to 
plan and go over the materials together. 
I meet with them, but only to do the art 
work: pictures for the Bible story and 
large song sheets for singing together. I 
even write them in Japanese! Our chil-
dren, Vaughn and Cam, love our new 
Sunday school. 
The Ito family has joined us and their 
children say our Sunday school is better 
than any other they ever attended. Sev-
eral other Christian families are talking 
of bringing their children to our Sunday 
school. Unfortunately, they asked us 
long ago when we did not have one, and 
now they have started elsewhere. How-
ever, because of distance, they may 
change. Some of our non-Christian reg-
ular attendants at the worship service 
now come early to sit in on the children's 
Bible story because it is so easy to 
understand. 
The teachers learn together through 
trial and error. After each Sunday, at 
the next prayer and planning meeting, 
they evaluate any new thing they tried 
and seek to find if it was helpful, interest-
ing, etc. They are flexible and not afraid 
to try new ideas or make changes. 
Through prayer they rely on the Holy 
Spirit to guide them. I always tell the 
person who is telling the Bible story, 
which seems to be the most fearful task 
because adults listen also, that I can't tell 
the story in Japanese but I can pray for 
them the whole time, and I do. They all 
comment on how much more they 
understand the Bible when they spend 
time preparing the lesson. 
What at first we thought was impos-
sible—having Sunday school and adult 
service on the same day—turns out to be 
possible after all. The manager of the 
store where we meet lets us in early to set 
up, and we have one hour each for Sun-
day school and worship service. 
Little by little our church in Nagoya is 
growing in vision, too. The prayer and 
planning meetings are a big part of our 
church life here. We praise the Lord for 




Seven pastors are studying full-time 
in a Bible institute in Managua while 
continuing their pastoral duties. Breth-
ren in Christ Missions pays part support 
and the individual churches the other 
half. Most of the congregations are not 
paying their share. It is difficult for these 
pastors, their families, and their congre-
gations. When pressures of study, fi-
nance, and family needs pile up, they get 
discouraged and want to stop studying. 
For months they had been talking 
about it, but finally they arrived—two 
pastoral couples from eastern Nicara-
gua. They came to study with Marshall 
for about two months. Marshall's first 
goal is to work with them on improving 
basic reading and writing skills. He will 
also teach them theology. 
One of these men came to Managua 
before to study with a small group of 
pastors, but left after a couple of days 
because he could not adjust to city life. 
Now he has brought his new bride. They 
will live in a Sunday school room and 
cook for themselves. We pray that both 
couples will stay long enough to learn 
some skills that will be useful to them. 
Their two churches are the hardest to 
reach geographically of all the Brethren 
in Christ churches in Nicaragua. 
Shopping center church 
Fannie Longenecker.from an update by 
Gordon Gilmore—Caracas, Venezuela 
Sunday morning services and Thurs-
day evening Bible studies were begun in 
a store area of a shopping center in Ca-
racas, Venezuela, the first week of May. 
In the third week, two levels of English 
classes were started for the purpose of 
making contacts and building friend-
ships with the community people. Per-
sons in the classes include a doctor, a 
lawyer, a dentist, a restaurant owner, an 
airline steward, an artist, a church secre-
tary and a homemaker. Ten different 
households are participating in the Bible 
studies and services. The attendance and 
contacts have increased significantly 
since the change has been made from the 
Gilmore apartment to a public meeting 
place in the shopping center. The hand-
ful of new Christians are showing good 
signs of growth. Mike and Sherry Hol-
land arrived mid-May and are becom-
ing a vital part of this ministry. 
Goals for the future include reaching 
an average attendance of 40 and having 
four new households represented in the 
congregation by the end of 1985. The 
formal organization of the church is 
planned for early 1986 with a special 
service for the reception of charter mem-
bers and election of officers. The rented 
facility in the shopping center will serve 
as a worship center, a Christian book-
store, offices for counselling and English 
classes, and a center for seminars on 
Christian living. 
Then God began 
to speak to us 
Carol Geiger—Bogota, Colombia 
After three agonizing months in the 
States trying to get documents, we ar-
rived in Colombia on a tourist card, our 
first application for a visa having been 
denied for no reason. Being parents of 
two Colombian citizens (David, age 
four, and Nathan, three months, were 
born in Colombia), we decided to appeal 
the decision upon advice from our 
lawyer. 
Then God began to speak to us about 
Hebrews 11:6. "Without faith it is im-
possible to please God." We realized 
that God expected us to trust him. If our 
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call to Colombia was real, he would 
provide a way for us to remain. We 
began to pray for a rarely granted visa 
that would allow us to remain in Colom-
bia as long as we wanted. 
Bob decided we needed to be respon-
sible, so he went to make airline reserva-
tions to leave the country and go to 
Caracas, Venezula. The airline had no 
credit card forms and Bob had no cash. 
So they arranged for us to pay for the 
tickets the next day. That same night, 
our lawyer-advisor called and asked us 
to meet him at the ministry office the 
next day. There the officials requested 
and kept all of our documents. Not only 
was it then impossible for us to leave the 
country, but we still had no visas. 
Another month passed and the minis-
try was still not granting new missionary 
visas. Then one day a one-year-renew-
able visa was granted. God performed 
yet another miracle: we did not have to 
follow the usual procedure and leave the 
country to get the visa stamped into our 
passports. We were overwhelmed at 
God's graciousness. He avoided expen-
sive trips, and spared us the travel with 
young children. "Without faith it is 
impossible to please him." 
We will be moving shortly to a new 
location where we want to start the 
church. Another move, another change, 
new friends to be made. 
We are challenged in personal growth 
by a new awareness of our need for 
spiritual boldness. We often marvel at 
the way the early Christians boldly pro-
claimed the gospel. The Lord has im-
pressed us with the many times the 
church and the apostle Paul prayed for 
the spiritual power to proclaim the gos-
pel. Our desire to avoid being pushy or 
to seem fanatical may cause us to miss 
genuine, Spirit-provided opportunities 
to share the Lord. Pray with us for 
boldness given by the Spirit to preach 
Christ to all men. God still speaks. • 
Greater works than these 
by Jake Shenk 
We witnessed a miracle, just like 
the ones Jesus and the apostles per-
formed. A man ill beyond the reaches 
of medical help was restored to full 
health. Miracles happen today! 
To non-believers and doubters, 
the Gospels read like a catalogue of 
fairy tales. They appear as books full 
of impossible miracles. Jesus himself 
listed some of the miracles which 
took place. "Go back and report to 
John what you have seen and heard: 
The blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, those who have leprosy are 
cured, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the good news is preached 
to the poor" (Luke 7:22). Blind men 
see? Must be some trick! Lepers 
cleansed? Never heard of a cure for 
leprosy! Dead raised? Miracle of 
miracles—impossible! 
Impossible? Not to Ndlovu. 
Ndlovu had become seriously ill 
and was taken to the hospital in 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. The diagno-
sis was cancer—in its advanced stage. 
Deterioration of his body tissues 
increased rapidly. As decay set in, 
the stench around his bed became 
almost unbearable for his visitors. 
Doctors gave no hope for recovery. 
Ndlovu is an uncle of Bishop Ste-
phen Ndlovu (of the Zimbabwean 
Brethren in Christ Church). Ndlovu 
had heard the gospel, but was not a 
Jake Shenk is treasurer of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zimbabwe and pastor of 
the Mpopoma congregation. 
believer in Christ. He asked his 
nephew to pray for him during one 
of Bishop Ndlovu's visits at the hos-
pital. The bishop was delighted to 
grant his uncle such a favor. And he 
and others continued to pray for him 
during the following days. 
Friends and doctors alike were 
amazed when they saw the decaying 
•tissues begin to heal. There was no 
medical explanation for the amazing 
recovery which took place during 
the following days. Very soon 
Ndlovu was discharged from the 
hospital. 
Modern Christians have a ten-
dency to read of miracles in the Gos-
pels or Acts and say, "If only such 
miracles could happen today, then 
men would believe!" They do. If the 
miracles happening in the church 
today throughout the world would 
be recorded, the record would be 
astounding and would read like the 
Gospels. 
This is the will of the Lord: "I tell 
you the truth, anyone who has faith 
in me will do what I have been doing. 
He will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the 
Father" (John 14:12). When Jesus 
sent out the Twelve, "he gave them 
power and authority to drive out all 
demons and to cure diseases, and he 
sent them out to preach the kingdom 
of God and to heal the sick" (Luke 
9:1-2). Later he called and sent out 
70 people two by two to go before 
him and prepare the way for his min-
istry. He gave these instructions, 
"When you enter a town and are 
welcomed, eat what is set before 
you. Heal the sick who are there and 
tell them, 'The kingdom of God is 
near you' "(Luke 10:8-9). The preach-
ing of the gospel and the working of 
miracles went hand in hand. 
The working of miracles had a 
specific purpose. It demonstrated 
the power of the gospel. Miracles 
were performed in the presence of 
unbelievers for the specific purpose 
of creating faith which would result 
in belief in Jesus Christ and a com-
mitment to become his disciple. In 
contrast to this, many miracles 
sought by Christians today appear 
to be for the relief of personal dis-
tress and the strengthening of those 
who already believe in Christ. 
The healing of Ndlovu was like a 
New Testament miracle. He gives 
thanks to the Lord for his healing 
and is not hesitant to explain his 
healing to others. As a result, faith is 
inspired in others, and many have 
requested prayer. It is a witness to 
non-believers concerning the reality 
and power of the gospel. 
Jesus said that we will do greater 
works because he has gone to the 
Father. In going to the Father he 
sent his power, the Holy Spirit, to be 
in us. His final earthly words were, 
"You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses" (Acts 1:8). God 
has not changed. His power remains 
constant, his presence a constant 
reality. "Greater works" are still pos-
sible as a part of our witness to the 
world. • 
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Strong signs of health 
How do you measure the health 
of the church? No, there aren't any 
thermometers, blood tests or tread-
mills to give us clues. But "yes," there 
are indicators. One of the valid 
check points on denominational 
health is the strength and quality of 
its ministers. 
Spend three days with the pastors 
and wives of any regional conference 
as they meet in an annual retreat 
setting. Talk with them long into the 
night; hear them pray for each other; 
listen in on their table conversa-
tions—and there emerges a realiza-
tion that these are people with pas-
toral gifts and a strong sense of 
commitment to the strengthening of 
their congregation. Creativity and 
commitment are the tools of their 
trade. 
Read the 5-15 pages of the doctri-
nal and theological examination that 
each person prepares as he or she 
begins the credentialing process for 
ministry. Or sit around a table with 
several others as that minister and 
spouse interact with the oral exami-
nation committee (the second phase 
of the credentialing process that 
opens the way for eventual ordina-
tion). The result is almost always a 
heart full of gratitude that God has 
called gifted people of this caliber for 
pastoral leadership in the Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Work with the two dozen or so 
individuals who are enrolled in the 
Personal Study Program.* Some 
are young people who have not yet 
found their way to seminary but are 
interested in preparing for ministry. 
Others are older people who have 
not had opportunity for more for-
mal training. Seeing them work their 
way through book after book with-
Glenn Ginder is executive director of the 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine. 
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out the benefit of professor or class-
room stimulation gives a feel for 
their high level of motivation for 
self-improvement. 
Interact with or instruct those 
who take two to three weeks for a 
Summer Institute experience in the 
study of Brethren in Christ History 
and Polity, and you soon discover in 
the minds of the participants, a ris-
ing level of appreciation for who and 
what we are. 
Visit a seminary campus and talk 
with the group of Brethren in Christ 
students who are studying there. In 
fact, here are three of the 29 who are 
presently receiving financial support 
from the demonination: 
"This first year in seminary has 
been one of the busiest, fullest years 
of my life. I 
am particularly 
thankful that my 
professors have 
been men of God 
who not only 
were able lectur-
ers but could al-
ways take what 
James Baez we were studying 
. . . and show us God's redemptive 
purpose for ourselves and for those 
we will one day be ministering to. I 
continually come away amazed at 
the wisdom and mercy of God and 
am desirous that he will use me to 
further his purposes." (James Baez, 
Pilgrim Chapel, Brooklyn, NY) 
"My first year at Ashland Semi-
nary proved to 
be challenging 
and enriching. 
The intensity of 
grad school has 
s t re tched my 
willingness and 
readiness to rely 
on the Lord day-
Heather Frey by-day. There 
by Glenn A. Ginder 
have been struggles, but because I 
believe this is where the Lord wants 
me right now, I am confident he will 
lead me through." (Heather Frey, 
Manor congregation, Columbia, 
PA) 
"I have had the privilege to do my 
field education 
attheSouderton 
B r e t h r e n in 
Christ Church. 
Sam Hollings-
worth and Jeff 
Hollenbackhave 
been gifted and 
willing teachers 
David zercher and the Souder-
ton Church, as a whole, has been an 
excellent teaching congregation. I 
am sure that my experience at semi-
nary will prove invaluable as I move 
into pastoral ministry." (David 
Zercher, Nappanee, IN, congrega-
tion) 
God has blessed us with these 29 
(and others who are either in Cana-
dian Bible Schools or have not ap-
plied for financial aid)—all in prepa-
ration for dedicated pastoral minis-
tries in our new and existing churches 
in the years to come.* 
You may have noticed that all of 
the five settings described above are 
directly related to Cooperative Min-
istries Giving—the first (regional re-
treats) through the respective region-
al conference budgets and the others 
through the Board for Ministry and 
Doctrine. 
Consider specifically the matter of 
seminary student aid. Much of this 
money has come from endowments 
established by concerned and gifted 
stewards in our church who respond-
ed to this special challenge. We have 
experienced a 50% increase this year 
over last in the number of students 
who receive financial aid while they 
prepare for pastoral ministries. There-
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Bible Quizzing Play-offs 1985 
Five quiz teams representing the 
Allegheny, Atlantic, Canadian, and 
Central Conferences met in round 
robin and play-off competition at 
Messiah College, July 18-19, 1985. 
Registration for quizzing was at 
2:00 p.m. Thursday. Ken Letner, 
executive director of the Board for 
Congregational Life, opened the ses-
sion with a meditation exhorting the 
quizzers on the importance of doing 
their best in achieving goals they 
establish. A getting-acquainted time 
of mixer games followed. 
The round robin quizzing began 
Thursday evening between Stayner 
(Ontario) and Fellowship Chapel 
(Bronx, NY). This was an exciting 
quiz with Stayner winning by a score 
of 150 to 110. In three of the five 
quizzes on Thursday evening, the 
winner was not determined until the 
19th or 20th question. In other 
quizzes that night, Hanover (Pa.) 
topped Stayner, 140 to 130, and 
Pequea (Pa.) rose above Stayner, 
150 to 110. 
Mark Hess, Lancaster, Pa., is General 
Conference quizmaster. 
Strong signs of health . . . 
fore there is urgent need for others 
\Vho will add to existing endow-
ments or create their own in memory 
of another who served faithfully in 
the Brethren in Christ ministry.* 
Yes, there are strong signs of 
health and there is every reason to 
believe that is the way we want it. 
Faithful prayer and generous Coop-
erative Ministry giving are essential 
if this facet of our spiritual health is 
to be maintained. 
*For information about the Personal 
Study Program, write to the Board for Min-
istry and Doctrine, P.O. Box9587, Wichita, 
KS67277-0587. Questions or interest regard-
ing endowments can be directed to Ira Eys-
ter, Director of Planned Giving, 805 Willow 
Lane, Norman, OK 73069, or to Glenn 
Ginder. 
Following the round robin quiz-
zing, everyone enjoyed refreshments 
and fellowship in the band room in 
the Climenhaga Fine Arts Center. 
The Grantham team, practicing for 
participation in world quizzing at 
Greenville, 111., the following week, 
provided entertainment. Dividing in-
to two groups, the Grantham quizzers 
staged a take-off of the Pilgrim 
Chapel—Grantham matches of past 
years. Doug Stevick served as quiz-
master and Jim Zook played the role 
of the Pilgrim Chapel coach. Many 
good-natured "barbs" brought to 
memory the actions of Pilgrim 
Chapel's coach Grafton Forbes, quiz-
master Mark Hess, and various team 
members. In this quiz, Grantham 
"didn't have a chance." All in at-
tendance found the spoof most enter-
taining. 
On Friday morning, Hanover (Pa.) 
came out a strong winner over High-
land (Ohio) in the first quiz. In a 
close contest, Pequea won by a score 
of 130 to 110 over Fellowship Chapel. 
Highland put on its best scoring 
effort in the match with Stayner. 
Highland scored early and led in the 
first half of the quiz only to have 
Stayner rally in the second half to 
win, 160 to 100. 
The final standings of the round 
robin tournament were: Pequea, 
4-0; Hanover, 3-1; Stayner, 2-2; Fel-
lowship Chapel, 1-3; and Highland, 
0-4. High scorers were: first, Mike 
Harnish, Pequea; second, Donald 
Sheffer, Stayner; third, Elaine 
Bauger, Hanover; fourth, Tim Shirk, 
Pequea; tied for fifth, Ray Keller, 
Hanover; Sandra Lutchman, Fel-
lowship Chapel; and Cindy Shirk, 
Pequea; eighth, Michele Smith, High-
land. 
On Friday afternoon, the double 
elimination play-offs began, match-
ing Highland vs. Fellowship Chapel; 
Stayner vs. Hanover, and the winner 
of the first quiz vs. Pequea. In the 
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final quiz, Stayner, a very good 
team, was matched against a Pequea 
team with several quizzers who had 
three to six years of experience. 
Pequea won, 160 to 60, taking the 
championship trophy, with Stayner 
receiving second-place honors. 
Each year the quizzers and coaches 
vote for the outstanding quizzer. 
This award recognizes not only quiz-
zing ability, but also leadership qual-
ities and Christian conduct. For 
1985 this coveted award went to 
Mike Harnish of the Pequea team. 
1985 was a very good year for 
Brethren in Christ Bible quizzing. 
New teams were formed in most 
regional conferences. The denomi-
national play-offs afford a great op-
portunity for experience and learn-
ing. When there are enough teams to 
furnish good competition, the same 
benefits can be gained in regional 
conference competition. 
Good quizzing requires good 
leadership and coaching. We pray 
that many adults will make them-
selves available to help quizzers de-
velop their skills. More important, 
however, is the development of Chris-
tian character and leadership quali-
ties in our young people. Wherever 
there is good leadership for Bible 
quizzing, there are young people 
developing skills that are valuable 
for the youth activities of the congre-
gation. 
Thanks and commendation for 
1985 quizzing go to all quizzers and 
coaches, the regional quizmasters, 
and the General Conference tour-
nament staff: judges Charlie Crider, 
Aubrey Hawten, and Wayne Bru-
baker; and scorekeeper and statisti-
cian, Mrs. Charles "Pat" Crider. 
In 1986, the Book of Acts will be 
used for Bible quizzing. The play-
offs will be held at General Confer-
ence in Canada. Bible quizzing is 
sponsored by the Board for Congre-
gational Life. 
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Meadow vale 
ministries 
The church-planting ministry in 
which we are involved at Meadow-
vale (located in Mississauga, Ontar-
io) has challenged us to create op-
portunities for new people to partici-
pate in church life. I'd like to high-
light some of the methods we have 
developed for involving our people 
in the life of the Meadowvale congre-
gation. 
Our local church began six years 
ago with two families plus the pas-
toral family. We continue to meet in 
a public school which limits our 
opportunities for corporate fellow-
ship gatherings. However, blessings 
may be disguised at times with incon-
veniences. Midweek Bible studies 
became house meetings where many 
individuals could offer their homes 
to the church body. This kind of 
hospitality has benefits for an out-
reach ministry. Church people can 
invite their friends to an informal 
home setting the first time rather 
than to a large congregation or 
group which might be intimidating. 
Two evening groups and one morn-
ing group have developed thus far. 
Individuals take turns hosting these 
groups, rotating from home to home. 
Another method adopted to aid in 
communication and sharing of ideas 
was the development of our own 
church magazine, The Meadowvale 
Messenger. It is a quarterly edited by 
one of our members who compiles 
the articles in an attractive format. 
I n d i v i d u a l s ( i n c l u d i n g ch i l -
dren), committees, and the pastor, 
Jane Tyrrell and her husband Gerald are 
the pastoral couple at the Meadowvale Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
by Jane Tyrrell 
submit a variety of items such as a 
children's page, coming events, book 
reviews, poetry, recipes, household 
hints, church life reports, greetings, 
and inspirational notes. It is given to 
church families and also distributed 
to "fringe people" to better acquaint 
them with our fellowship. 
Involvement means you are 
needed and missed when you cannot 
participate. Each member has some-
thing to contribute and we need to 
know people to appreciate their gifts 
of service. Recently our social com-
mittee asked some Jamaican ladies 
to prepare a Caribbean dinner for 
the teens and adults. It was a delight-
ful feast and an opportunity to learn 
about their culture's food: rice and 
peas, curried goat, pork, chicken, 
and pineapple punch. Understand-
ing grows with friendship, and happy 
occasions are conducive to growth 
in love and unity. 
Another event which used the 
creative abilities of our members was 
a springtime "fashion show" pre-
sented by the teen class for an open-
ing session of Sunday school. The 
show took a common fad and added 
a biblical touch. Bible characters 
modeled ancient attire enhanced by 
a creative message: Paul and Silas in 
jail garb complete with chains; Peter 
the barefoot fisherman with an empty 
net; Moses in full beard; Esther; 
Miriam; and bulging money bags for 
Matthew. Who says Sunday school 
is boring? The teens' attendance and 
participation in church life lets us 
know otherwise. 
We have also adapted and modi-
fied traditional congregational activ-
ities to meet our own needs. For 
example, Backyard Summer Bible 
Clubs have been initiated instead of 
the usual Vacation Bible School 
program. Volunteers from Child 
Evangelism provide the necessary 
teachers while our own family yards 
become the meeting places sur-
rounded by God's beautiful nature. 
These clubs have been an introduc-
tion for some children to attend 
Sunday school, too. 
Other summer activities enjoyed 
by everyone from the youngest to 
the oldest are the family fellowship 
opportunities. Since our congrega-
tion is too large to gather in our 
home for social events, we are de-
pendent on other facilities in the 
winter, fall, or spring. This of course 
may involve the rental fee for such 
occasions. However, summer means 
savings! We can use the lovely parks 
for our annual Church Anniversary 
Picnic Barbecue. We attended Can-
ada's Wonderland on the church 
family day which included a gospel 
concert. Outdoor worship services 
are scheduled a couple times when 
families bring along lunch and visit 
afterwards. 
Our telephone prayer chain began 
following a ladies' Bible study of 
Evelyn Christenson's book, What 
Happens When Women Pray? (We 
get answers!) Sixteen are presently 
on our list of prayer warriors. Any-
one may share praises or requests 
with our chairperson who began a 
morning and evening chain. Band-
ing together in prayer provides a 
support system of spiritual strength 
to face the demands of everyday life. 
We don't have to wait until a service 
or scheduled meeting to bear one 
another's burdens or rejoice in praise. 
Please don't conclude from all this 
that we are effectively meeting all the 
needs of our hurting community. 
We've only begun to fulfill the Great 
Commission. I believe, in an area of 
our size, a church building is vital to 
improve our ministry to each family 
unit. Much more should and will 
happen in establishing a permanent 
Christ-exalting, Bible-believing, gos-
pel-preaching, people-loving congre-
gation in Meadowvale West, Missis-
sauga, Ontario. • 
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Pro-life seminar 
slated for Nov. 2 
The Atlantic Conference Board of 
Brotherhood Concerns is hosting a pro-
life seminar at the Cross Roads Brethren 
in Christ Church, Mount Joy, Pa., on 
Saturday, Nov. 2. The seminar will be-
gin at 10:00 a. m. and conclude at 3:00 p.m. 
Guest speakers include Dr. Ronald J. 
Sider, Westminster Theological Semi-
nary; Dr. Lucille Wingert, Bethany Chil-
dren's Services; and Samuel Hollings-
worth, pastor of the Souderton (Pa.) 
congregation. 
Topics for discussion will include, "A 
Consistent Pro-Life Stance," "The Ethics 
of Abortion," and "Practical Actions for 
the Local Church." 
Lunch and babysitting for ages up to 
three will be provided by the Cross 
Roads congregation, with a free-will 
offering being taken. All interested per-
sons are invited to share in this time of 




On Sunday, May 19, 1985, LeRoy 
Brandt was ordained to the Christian 
ministry in the Bethel Community Breth-
ren in Christ Church, Cassopolis, Mich. 
Dr. Erland Waltner, Associated Men-
nonite Biblical Seminaries, Elkhart, 
Ind., was the guest speaker. 
LeRoy accepted Christ at the age of 
13 and was active in youth work and as a 
Sunday school teacher. At the age of 25, 
he felt the Lord call him into the 
ministry. 
LeRoy attended Lancaster Bible Col-
lege from 1976-1979, and beginning 
May 1, 1980, he and his wife, Linda, 
assumed pastoral duties at Bethel. The 
Brandts have a daughter, Deborah. 
Lynda Kelly 
Commissioned 
A service of commissioning to the 
Christian ministry of Lynda L. Kelly 
was held Sunday evening, June 16, in 
the Welland (Ont.) Brethren in Christ 
Church. The message was brought by 
Rev. Gerald Tyrrell, Canadian repre-
sentative on the Board for Ministry and 
Doctrine. Harvey R. Sider, bishop of 
the Canadian conference, led in the 
commissioning prayer and charge. 
A 1967 gradu-
ate of Emmanuel 
Bible College, 
Kitchener, Lynda 
and Walter Kelly 
were married in 
1969. Later that 
year, they left the 
Crossroads Breth-
ren in Christ pas-
torate in Puslinch, 
Ont., to serve under Brethren in Christ 
Missions in Nicaragua. Since their re-
turn to Canada in 1974, they have pro-
Congregation celebrates 100th anniversary 
The Union Grove (New Paris, IN) 
congregation observed its centennial an-
niversary on Sunday, June 9. The high-
light was an afternoon celebration with 
165 people in attendance. Featured 
speaker was Rev. Carl G. Stump, former 
bishop of the Indiana District of the 
Brethren in Christ and pastor of the 
Union Grove Church for many years. 
Rev. Stump, who is still an active mem-
ber of the congregation, shared in remi-
niscing as well as presenting items of 
historical interest for display. 
Also featured were former pastors of 
the church, who brought words of greet-
ings. Central Conference Bishop Owen 
H. Alderfer challenged the church to 
look to the next 100 years of ministry. A 
volunteer choir, consisting of present 
and former members, provided special 
music from an earlier Brethren in Christ 
hymnal. 
Union Grove actually had its begin-
nings in 1839 when Elder Daniel A. 
Stump led a group to this area from 
Ontario, Canada. Services were held in 
the homes of members and later in 
schoolhouses and other church build-
ings in the area. The first church build-
ing was erected in 1885. Major remodel-
ing programs occurred in 1905, when a 
full basement and kitchen were added, 
and in 1951 when an addition was con-
structed for Sunday school expansion. 
Union Grove is located approximately 
6 miles east of the denominational head-
quarters and Evangel Press in Nappanee. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Pastoral couple* serving the Union Grove congregation. (Back row from left): David Sollday, 
Paul Book, Rod Hill, Bishop Owen Alderfer, Ardis Alderfer, Gilbert Gomez (present pastor), Carl 
Stump, Jesse Hoover. (Front row, from left): Donna Sollday, Evelyn Book, Becky Hill, Mary Ann 
Gomez, Walta Slump, Esther Hoover. 
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The Hanover (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church broke ground July 7 for a 
40'x55' addition. The ground level facility will feature a kitchen and dining 
room, two rest rooms, and an entrance ramp for disabled persons. On the 
second floor will be a gymnasium and multi-purpose room. Both the 
addition and the present sanctuary will be equipped with central air 
conditioning. Sharing in the groundbreaking service were Curtis Keller 
(left), at three the youngest person present, assisted by his grandfather, 
Robert Keller, pastor of the congregation; Titus Trostle, the oldest person 
present; Stanley Snyder, architect; and A1 Barnes, contractor. 
A "church quilt" was the featured item at a "missions sale" sponsored this 
summer by the Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, Pa. Pastor Lloyd Buck-
waiter (pointing to the picture of Marsh Creek) reports: "We took pictures of 
35 churches within a 15 mile radius, transferred them to 12 inch quilt patches, 
then gave each patch to someone from that congregation for embroidering. 
Then a number of ladies helped to quilt it. The project took five weeks." The 
quilt sold for $2,125, with proceeds from the entire sale of antiques and other 
items (including 27 other quilts) totalling $4,500. Cooperative Ministries 
received $1,500 and $3,000 was placed in Marsh Creek's parsonage fund. 
vided pastoral leadership for the Wel-
land congregation. 
In 1983, Lynda began taking special-
ized chaplaincy training at the Hamilton 
Psychiatric Hospital and the Brampton 
Correctional Institution. This fall she 
begins a one-year chaplaincy internship 
at the Queen Street Mental Health Cen-
tre in Toronto. 
The Kellys have two daughters, Tra-




The Council of the Air Hill congregation, 
Chambersburg, Pa., recently approved plans for a 
building and renovation program. • The Cedar 
Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., said fare-
well to the Ken Hepner family who served as 
associate pastoral family for six and one-half 
years. Rev. and Mrs. Paul Isaacs will assume this 
responsibility. 
An international dinner was served by the 
Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall, Pa., recent-
ly as part of a weekend missions conference. Those 
sharing at the conference were Fannie Longe-
necker, Mary Heisey, and the David Hamulumbu 
family. • The Chambersburg, Pa., congregation 
reports receiving 17 persons into membership and 
8 were baptized. 
The quiz team of the Hanover, Pa., congrega-
tion took first place in regional quizzing in their 
first year as a team. • Melody Royer, a recent 
Messiah College graduate, presented an evening 
of sacred music to the Martinsburg, Pa., congre-
gation. • Ten persons were received into member-
ship recently, reports the Mechancisburg, Pa., 
congregation. 
The New Guilford congregation, Chambers-
burg, Pa., installed Rev. and Mrs. Russell Hepler 
as their associate pastoral couple on Sunday, July 
14. • Mother-Daughter and Father-Son ban-
quets were both held for the first time by the 
Pleasant View congregation, Red Lion, Pa. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Elizabethtown congregation, Pa., an-
nounces that Rev. Verle Brubaker was recently 
installed as associate pastor, beginning August 5. • 
A service of dedication was held Sunday after-
noon, June 2 by the Free Grace congregation for 
their new Christian education facility and renova-
tions of their previous building. Dr. Luke L. 
Keefer, chairman of the Department of Religion 
and Philosophy of Messiah College, brought the 
dedication sermon. 
The youth of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation 
held a pie social and auction recently. Funds raised 
went toward youth retreats. • Mr. and Mrs. Blaine 
Wingert presented the Manheim, Pa., congrega-
tion with a set of Hymnsfor Praise and Worship in 
honor of their five daughters. 
Sunday, June 16, was a full day for the Manor 
congregation, Columbia, Pa. A new education 
facility was dedicated, Rev. Robert Sheetz was 
installed as associate pastor, 9 people were bap-
tized, and 24 persons joined in church member-
ship. • A fellowship tea was held by the Silverdale, 
Pa., congregation on Sunday morning, July 21, 
following the worship service. Dr. Henry Ginder 
shared about world missions in the service. 
The Summit View congregation, Gap, Pa., 
reports holding a child dedication service recently. 
Also, the summer children's club program closed 
with a special puppet show. All puppets were 
made by the children. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie congregation, Stevensville, Ont., 
observed its 110th anniversary and homecoming 
on Sunday, June 23. Dr. E. Morris Sider was the 
guest speaker. • Special recognition was given by 
the Cross Roads Memorial congregation, Guelph, 
Ont., to Andrea, Vickie, and Christina Burmaster. 
The three had perfect attendance in the Sunday 
school promotional weeks. 
Guests of the Houghton congregation, Lang-
ton, Ont., on Wednesday evening, June 19, were 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter. The Buckwalters, 
formerly missionaries in India, are now North 
America representatives of Far East Broadcasting 
Company. • A three-day missionary conference 
was held in June by the Rosebank congregation, 
Petersburg, Ont. Guest speakers for the confer-
ence were Jesse and Abbie Sider, Tim Fretz, and 
Arthur Climenhaga. 
Recent guests of the Sherkston, Ont., congrega-
tion were Craig and Laura Sider. The Siders began 
(next page, please) 
Voluntary Staff 
Needed 
Paxton Street Home has 
many job opportunities for 
dedicated Christians to serve 
disadvantaged people. Give a 
year of time to this Christian 
ministry. 
Inquire by writing: Paxton 
Street Administrator; 2001 
Paxton Street; Harrisburg, PA 
17111. 
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a church planting ministry in Oakville in August. • 
On Sunday evening, June 23, a special service, 
"Christ is the Passover," was held by the Wain-
fleet, Ont., congregation. Traditional Jewish Pass-
over items were explained. • The Westheights 
congregation, Waterloo, Ont., announces that 
they recently baptized seven persons. 
Central Conference 
A reception was held Sunday, June 22, in the 
Dayton, Ohio, Brethren in Christ Church for Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Pollitt in honor of their 55th 
wedding anniversary. 
A total of $622.33 was earned in a yard sale 
sponsored by the Amherst congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio. This amount was applied to the church 
building indebtedness. • Rev. Roy Sider was guest 
speaker on Sunday, June 2, for the Ashland, Ohio, 
congregation. He commented on the Nicaraguan 
church and the political situation in that country. 
The Christ's Crusaders of the Bethel congrega-
tion, Merrill, Mich., recently purchased a public 
address system for the church. A dedication ser-
vice was held on Sunday, June 9. • On Sunday 
evening July 14, Gilbert and Mary Ann Gomez 
shared with the Christian Union congregation, 
Garrett, Ind., about their recent trip to the Navajo 
Mission and San Francisco ministries. Gilbert and 
Mary Ann are the pastoral couple of Union Grove 
congregation. 
The Pomeroy Promises, a children's choir from 
the Pomeroy Chapel, Smithville, Tenn., presented 
a musical program, "The Fruit of the Spirit" on 
Sunday evening, July 7. 
Midwest Conference 
Family Camp was held by the Midwest Confer-
ence on August 2-4 at Spencer's Ridge Resort, 
near Kansas, Okla. Bishop Glenn and Joyce 
Ginder were the speakers for the weekend. 
The Abilene, Kans., congregation hosted a Fel-
lowship Hour on Sunday evening, June 30, for the 
Rosebank and Zion churches. The Fanny Crosby 
Story was shown. A farewell service was held in 
the morning service for the pastoral family, the 
Roger Charmans. 
A congregational vote of the Mountain View 
congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo., resulted 
in favor of beginning a Daycare / Preschool in Sep-
tember. • Eight persons were received into mem-




Paxton Street Home has a 
need for a trained or expe-
rienced female social service 
staff member. If you have a 
desire to help needy people, 
investigate Paxton Street 
Home. 
Inquire by writing: Paxton 
Street Home Administrator; 
2001 Paxton Street; Harris-
burg, PA 17111. 
Pacific Conference 
Groundbreaking for a new educational building 
took place on Sunday, June 9 by the Alta Loma, 
Calif., congregation. The new building will pro-
vide Sunday school rooms as well as additional 
space for Little People Preschool and Kinder-
garten. (Pictured are Jim Keith, Sunday school 
superintendent, and John Kershaw, building com-
mittee chairman). 
Alta Loma groundbreaking 
Roger Charman was installed as the pastor of 
the Diamond Bar, Calif., congregation on Sun-
day, August 11. Bishop J. Ralph Wenger was in 
charge of the service. • The "Triumphant Review," 
a music group from Azusa Pacific University, 
presented a concert to the Labish congregation, 
Salem, Ore., on Thursday evening, July 11. 
A play, "When the Party's Over," was presented 
to the El Monte High School by the Living Word 
congregation, W. Covina, Calif. Thirty decisions 
for Christ were made. • At a love feast held on 
Saturday, June 23, by the Riverside, Calif., Church, 
four members shared their vision for the congre-
gation. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Blanchard: Sarah Bricque, June 18; Chris and 
Julie Blanchard, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Brandis: Jonathan Eric, May 18; Tom and 
Regina Brandis, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Brandt: Mark Andrew, June 15; Ken and Joni 
Brandt, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Cormier: Kaitlin Sarah, April 26; Bernie and 
Karen Cormier, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Crider: Martina Elizabeth, June 29; Daryl and 
Nova Crider, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Cubitt: Andrew Garth, July 3; Garth and Jane 
Cubitt, Stayner congregation, Ont. 
Davis: Julie Elizabeth, June 24; Dennis and 
Sue Davis, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Delp: Kenneth Christopher, July 6; Ken and 
Leslie Delp, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Donaldson: Megan Elizabeth, June 3; Steve 
and Paulette Donaldson, Clear Creek congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Eisenberger: Emily Sue, May 28; Jim and 
Carol Eisenberger, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Elliott: Shai Brianne, June 1; Jim and Linda 
Elliott, Abilene congregation, Ks. 
Feaster: Kirk Daniel, May 10; Mark and Jenny 
Feaster, Clear Creek congregation, Pa. 
Giles: Nicholas George, May 16; Chris and 
Donna (Sherk) Giles, Good News congregation, 
Ont. 
Gonzol: Darren John, June 29; David and 
Karen Gonzol, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Graver: Jeffrey Alan, May 29; Jan and Janet 
Graver, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Haney: Justin Matthew, June 12; Fred and 
Angela Haney, Dayton congregation, Oh. 
Hazzard: Troy David, March 5; Doug and 
Cathy Hazzard, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Hershberger: Joshua Aaron, May 24, Tim and 
Lynette Hershberger, Amherst congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Joel David, June 28; Dave and Becky 
Hess, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hollinger: Philip Lee, March 16; Steve and 
Cindy Hollinger, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Hoover: Josiah Michael, June 6; Scott and 
Sandy Hoover, Millersburg congregation, Pa. 
Horst: Bryan Thomas, June 18; Tom and 
Joanne Horst, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Jones: Jessica Marie, April 18; Rick and Cindy 
Jones, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Knapp: Stephen Buckwalter, chosen by Robert 
and Janice Knapp, Canton, Oh. 
Kramer: Sara Elizabeth, May 12; George and 
Kendra Kramer, Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Laubaker: Jessica Susan and Danial Jacob, 
July 8; Doug and Sue Laubaker, Clarence Center 
congregation, NY. 
Lebo: Jessica Lynne, July 4; Gary and Gloria 
(Mann) Lebo, Dillsburg congregation, Pa. 
Leister: Cailline Marie, May 8; Clifford and 
Linda Leister, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Light: Amy Elizabeth, May 23; Bob and Beth 
Light, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Lofthouse: Laura Beth, June 3; Rev. Brian and 
Liz (Sherk) Lofthouse, Houghton congregation, 
Ont. 
Main: Rebekah Anne, June 11; Peter and Eva 
Main, Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Markley: Dustin Keith, May 26; Terry and 
Wendy Markley, Mile High Pines Camp, Ca. 
Martin: David Stuart Jr.; June 3; Stuart and 
Joyce (Sourbeer) Martin, Pequea congregation, 
Pa. 
McCreight: Tyler Stewart, May 7; Brian and 
Paula McCreight, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Derrick Scott, March 29; Scott and 
Wendy (Coken) Miller, Mechanicsburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Nunamaker: Jason Robert, June 1; Robert 
and Laurie (Knisely) Nunamaker, Martinsburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Nussbaum: Eric Gregory, May 27; Brian and 
Chris Nussbaum, Big Valley congregation, Pa. 
Peoples: Clinton Levi, June 16; Joseph and 
Donna Peoples, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Ream: Kyle Mason, May 31; Albert and Jeanne 
Ream, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Ritchey: Karen Elaine, June 2; Scott and Ruth 
Ritchey, Big Valley congregation, Pa. 
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Ruegg: James Michael, July 2; Randy and 
Sandy Ruegg, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Sands: Heather Lynn and Jessica Leigh, July 
11; Mike and Deb Sands, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Schaeffer: Cory Allen, June 22; Ted and Gloria 
Schaeffer, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Schinkel: Laura Marie, June 4; Bruce and 
Ruth Schinkel, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Smith: Jessica Lynn, July 3; Steve and Melinda 
Smith, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Smucker: Matthew Lee, May 27; Loran and 
Jill Smucker, Amherst congregation, Oh. 
Tice: Michelle Ann, June 26; Carl and Bonnie 
Tice, Green Grove congregation, Pa. 
Walker: Bethany Lee Anne, June 30; Brian and 
JoAnne Walker, Stayner congregation, Ont. 
Whillier: Jodi Lee, May 23; John and Brenda 
Whillier, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Winterle: Joshua James, June 14; Ralph and 
Melanie (Conick) Winterle, Good News congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Wolfe: Kevin Clifford, Feb. 3; Clifford and 
Maijorie Wolfe, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Yoder: Joel Andrew, April 17; Alvin and Sheila 
Yoder, Marsh Creek congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Ammann-Zook: Christy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Verle Zook, Wakefield, Ks., and Joe, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Merlyn Ammann, Wilmot, SD, 
June 1 in the Zion Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Ron Bowell officiating. 
Bert-Jones: Joann Marie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Jones, and Henry, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Bert, May IB in the Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church with Revs. A. G. Bru-
baker and Robert O. Carr officiating. 
Burgard-Shoff: Anne Elizabeth, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Shoff, and Donald Ray, son 
of Rev. and Mrs. Charles R. Burgard, May 18 in 
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church 
with father of the groom officiating. 
Cassell-Engle: Barbara Sue, daughter of Nevin 
and Mary Ann Engle, Grantham, Pa., and Randy 
Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Cassell, 
Mechancisburg, Pa., June 22, in the Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Fries 
officiating. 
Cober-McDonald: Cynthia Ann, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis McDonald, Dunnville, 
Ont., and Karl Jay, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Cober, Kitchener, Ont., May 18 in the Dunnville 
First Baptist Church with Revs. D. E. Illman and 
Ron Hawkins officiating. 
Eshleman-Goss: Pamela Sue, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert L. Goss, Pequea, Pa., and 
Timothy James, son of Mr. and Mrs. James L. 
Eshleman, June 22 in the Refton Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Hawbaker offici-
ating. 
Heise-Rorabaugh: Jane Melissa, daughter of 
Mrs. Betty Rorabaugh, Conestoga, Pa., and Mark 
Alan, son of Dr. and Mrs. Alvin Heise, New Mad-
ison, Ohio, May 10 in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Hawbaker offici-
ating. 
Henry-Lake: Sharon Diane Lake and David 
Antony Henry, both of Weston, Ont., June 22 in 
the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Leonard Chester officiating. 
Hostetler-Frederick: Brenda Frederick and 
Gary Hostetler, June 14 in the Amherst Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Koontz-Clark: Autumn, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert Clark, and Patrick, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Koontz, both Everett, Pa., April 20 in 
the Everett Church of the Brethren with Rev. 
Curtis Bryant officiating. 
Leeder-Weber: Cathy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarence Weber, Kitchener, Ont., and Kevin 
William, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Leeder, Kitch-
ener, Ont., June 1 in the Evangel Missionary 
Church with Rev. D. E. Illman officiating. 
McBeth-Keefer: Annette Lynn, daughter of 
Joseph and Shirley Sweeney, and Gary Lynn, son 
of Joseph and Marie McBeth, May 25 in the 
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with 
Revs. Paul McBeth, Robert Silvers and A. Gray-
bill Brubaker officiating. 
Murr-Rhoades: Lois J., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Marlin Rhoades, Lancaster, Pa., and 
Robert G., son of Mr. and Mrs. George H. Murr, 
Bromall, Pa., June 1 in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Hawbaker offici-
ating. 
Norton-Wenger: Tina Marie, daughter of 
Joseph G. and Isabelle Wenger, and John Edward 
Norton, son of Harry and Ann Norton, June 22 in 
the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker officiating. 
Peachey-Tate: Nina, daughter of Mrs. William 
Tate and the late Mr. William Tate, and Warren, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Peachey, May 18 in 
the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. M. Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Reist-Herr: Kimberly Eileen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Earl M. Herr, Lancaster, Pa., and 
Steven Charles, son of Mr. Charles E. Reist, Sara-
sota, Fl., and Mrs. Eva Jean Reist, Dillsburg, Pa., 
June 8 in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Rodriquez-Sherk: Sherry Lynne, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Sherk Jr., and John Andrew, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Rafael Rodriquez, May 4 in 
the Clarks Valley Evangelical Congregational 
Church. 
Sansom-Heverly: Jewel, daughter of Jerry and 
Judy Heverly, Mill Hall, Pa., and Joe, son of 
Robert A., and Ann Marie Sansom, Centerville, 
Pa., June 23 in the Cedar Heights Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John L. Bundy offici-
ating. 
Sears-Mummert: Cheryl, daughter of Ken and 
Betty Mummert, and Peter, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Sears, June 15 in the Antrim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Ralph Palmer and Rev. 
Demaggio officiating. 
Steckley-Wills: Deborah Ruth, Sherkston, 
Ont., and Robert James, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Steckley, Ridgeway, Ont., June 1 in Niagara 
Christian College with Rev. Dwayne Hulett offici-
ating. 
Wenger-Rife: Audrey, daughter of Merle and 
Anna Rife, and Myron, son of Chester Wenger, 
May 4 in the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating. 
Winger-Sider: Anna Faithe, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. John R. Sider, Langton, Ont., and Dar-
rell Samuel, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Winger, 
Kitchener, Ont., May 11 in the Houghton Brethren 
in Christ Church with the father of the bride and 
Rev. David Illman officiating. 
Wolfe-John: Tammy, daughter of Ralph and 
Martha John, and Roger, son of Robert and Min-
nie Wolfe, June 22 in the Air Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Ralph Palmer officiating. 
Obituaries 
Curry: Anna E. Curry, Messiah Village, Me-
chanicsburg. Pa., born June 9, 1904, died April 1, 
1985. She is survived by a son and two grandchil-
dren. She was a member of the Messiah Village 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. Andrew Slagenweit. Inter-
ment was in Union Cemetery, Duncannon, Pa. 
Fidler: Melvin G. Fidler, Mill Hall, Pa., born 
Sept. 25, 1917, died June 13, 1985. He is survived 
by his wife, Sylvia; 2 sons: William and Richard; 2 
daughters: Patricia Long and Judy Reese; a 
brother, Woodrow; 2 sisters: Dorothy Mark and 
Lena Slaterback; and 13 grandchildren. He was a 
member of the Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ 
Church. Rev. John L. Bundy conducted the fu-
neral service. Interment was in Rest Haven Memo-
rial Park. 
Keefer: Daniel S. Keefer, Mechancisburg, Pa., 
born Jan. 23, 1917, died June 6, 1985. He was 
married to Ruth McCulloh who preceded him in 
death. He is survived by two sons: Phillip and 
Douglas; two daughters: Sarah Martin and Eileen 
Wehler; eight grandchildren; and one great-grand-
child. He was a founding member of the Dillsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. John A. Fries. Inter-
ment was in the Grantham Memorial Park. 
Lauver: Miles S. Lauver, Lancaster, Pa., born 
Dec. 19,1900, died June 2, 1985. He was the son of 
Solomon and Phoebe Shirk Lauver. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife, Blanche, on April 1, 
1985. He is survived by 9 children: Carl L., Wil-
liam K., David E„ Robert S„ Paul E., Ronald L., 
Miles Jr., Evelyn Shank, and Mrs. James Keller; 2 
sisters; a brother; 35 grandchildren; and 39 great-
grandchildren. He was a member of the Cedar 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Roy 
Peterman conducted the funeral service. Inter-
ment was in Lost Creek Mennonite Church 
Cemetery. 
Mong: Lillian Mong, born April 22,1894, died 
May 23, 1985. She is survived by 9 children; 44 
grandchildren; 78-great-grandchildren; and 4 
great-great-grandchildren. She was a member of 
the Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral service was conducted by Rev. Lynn 
Thrush and Rev. William Summerhill. Interment 
was in Green Hill Cemetery. 
Mullenix: Albert Mullenix, born May 6, 1913, 
died June 19, 1985. He is survived by five sisters: 
Violet Hawbaker, Mary Burkett, Ruth Burkett, 
Anna Parson, and Nellie Timmons. Rev. Lorne G. 
Lichty conducted the funeral service. Interment 
was in the Macedonia Church Cemetery. 
Rettew: Fannie T. Rettew, Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., born Oct. 9, 1900, died May 
6,1985. She is survived by a number of nieces and 
nephews. She was a member of the Manheim 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. Roy Peterman. 
Watson: Bertie Watson, Wainfleet, Ont., bom 
March 16, 1889, died May 8, 1985. She is survived 
by a number of nieces and nephews. Rev. W. 
Edward Rickman conducted the funeral service. 
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The Carlisle church under construction. Dedication Is scheduled for Sunday afternoon, Oct. 6. 
Update on the loan funds 
In the July Evangelical Visitor, a gen-
eral overview was given of the Church 
Loan Fund (Canada) and the Brother-
hood Loan Fund (U.S.). A number of 
things which have happened since then 
should be brought to your attention. 
First: Needfor funds. In order to fill 
current requests for loan funds, inves-
tors are urgently needed to lend the 
Brotherhood Loan Fund more than 
$820,000. Those needing these funds 
include Mountain View Chapel, Colo-
rado Springs, CO, for a day care center; 
Carlisle Church, Carlisle, PA, for com-
pletion of their new church building, 
and the Tulare Church, Tulare, CA. 
Also: a pastor's home for the new 
work being opened in Miami, FL, 
among the Cubans (Atlantic Confer-
ence project); Hope House, Riverside, 
CA, a home for unwed mothers (Pacific 
Conference project); relocation of 
Moreno Valley Chapel, Moreno, CA; 
and a pastor's home at the Diamond Bar 
Church, Walnut, CA. 
In Canada, the Church Loan Fund is 
not in need of money for current re-
quests, but in the next six months two 
new projects will create a need for 
$500,000 in new funds: the Administra-
tion/Dining Room Complex, Timber 
Bay Children's Home, Timber Bay, 
Sask., and the new church being built by 
the Stayner Congregation, Stayner, Ont. 
Also in the next six months, pending 
construction plans will almost certainly 
call for more than a million dollars for 
the U.S. loan fund. 
Unless many new investors come for-
ward in both countries, current and 
planned projects will either be curtailed 
or the borrowers will need to find funds 
elsewhere. 
by Paul Hostetler 
Second: Reduced and /or Accumulat-
ed Interest. Ray Musser, executive direc-
tor of the Jacob Engle Foundation, 
reports that there is a growing response 
to the opportunity to save borrowing 
churches money by investing funds in 
the loan fund at reduced or no interest 
and then passing that saving on to a 
selected church. 
Many investors are allowing their 
interest to accumulate, rather than re-
ceiving regular payments. Interest on 
borrowed funds in the Brotherhood 
Loan Fund amounted to more than 
$300,000 in the first six months of 1985. 
Of this, only $113,000 was paid out, 
leaving the remaining $187,000 in the 
fund. Lester Fretz, treasurer of the 
Church Loan Fund in Canada, has pro-
posed to his investors that they give a 
tithe of such interest earnings to the loan 
fund or to a church ministry (congrega-
tion, agency, or board), and some are 
doing this. Ray Musser heartily endorses 
the idea. If the $187,000 in interest earn-
ings had all been tithed, a worthy minis-
try (or several) would have received a 
total of $18,700. 
Third: IRA Investments. Ray Musser 
also reports that investments by way of 
IRAs (Individual Retirement Account) 
have been increasing. At the end of 
December such investments amounted 
to $623,000. In the first six months of 
this year, $315,000 more came in by way 
of IRAs, making a total of $938,000 at 
the end of June. This is commendable. 
No doubt, many more dollars could be 
invested in this way. 
Fourth: Current Interest Rates. Be-
cause of the downward trend in interest, 
it has become necessary to reduce inter-
est rates to investors. As of this writing, 
the rates in the Brotherhood Loan Fund 
are: 
Demand + 30 days - TAP Agree-
ment: 7.00% (variable) 
Six Month Maturity-Certificate: 
8.25% (variable) 
One Year Maturity-Certificate: 8.25 
(fixed); 8.50% (variable) 
Two Year Maturity-Certificate: 8.50% 
(fixed); 8.75% (variable) 
Three Year Maturity-Certificate: 
9.00% (fixed); 9.25% (variable) 
In the Canadian Church Loan Fund, 
the interest rate is ten percent as of this 
writing. Even though this is a bit higher 
than the interest being offered in the 
Brotherhood Loan Fund, crossing inter-
national lines for investment purposes is 
not encouraged. 
For legal reasons we need to make 
this statement: "This article is neither an 
offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer 
to buy the instruments described there-
in. An offer can only be made by the 
Prospectus." 
Investors in these loan funds get a 
good return on their investment. It is not 
always the highest possible return, 
but it is a reasonable return, especially 
when the people lending their money 
have the purpose of advancing God's 
kingdom by keeping interest rates as low 
as possible for congregations and full-
time church employees. 
You are encouraged to contact one of 
the following offices and ask for a Pro-
spectus so that you can get the details 
necessary to either become a new inves-
tor in the ministries of the brotherhood, 
or to add to investments you have 
already made. 
Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc. 
Main Office: 
Mr. Ray Musser, Executive 
Director 
377 North Second Avenue 
P. O. Box 1136 
Upland, CA 91785 
(714) 985-8200 
Eastern Office: 
Dr. David P. McBeth, Manager 
602 W. Wingert Drive 
P. O. Box A 
Grantham, PA 17027 
(717) 697-2634 
Church Loan Fund, Canada 
Mr. Lester Fretz, Treasurer 
Box 207 
Vineland, Ontario LOR 2CO 
(416) 563-4739 
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IMessiah College News 
Messiah students assist in cross-
country trek 
A four-month eastward trek began 
early last May for four Messiah College 
student volunteers serving as the road 
team for Mike King. A paraplegic, King 
is traveling by wheelchair from Fair-
banks, Alaska, to Washington, DC. His 
road team joined him in Edmonton, 
Canada, two weeks after he began his 
journey. 
Student interest in the trip was sparked 
after King spoke in Chapel last winter. 
He explained his trip, and stated his 
need for a road team. As a result, Terri 
Shimer'88, Tim Haines '87, Lisa Wagner 
'86, and Steve Engle '86 are coordinat-
ing King's daily schedule, setting up 
media interviews, arranging for lodging, 
and contacting organizations and 
churches interested in hearing King 
speak. Through an arrangement with 
Messiah's Career Development Office, 
they are also earning academic credit for 
their work. 
King has been in a wheelchair since a 
1978 motorcycle accident left his legs 
paralyzed. Through his trek, he is fulfill-
ing several desires: He has always wanted 
to travel across the country. He wanted 
to raise funds for non-profit organiza-
tions for the disabled, including Hope 
for Life, Inc., a Pennsylvania-based 
organization formed to oversee his trip. 
Messiah alumna Diane Broujous '85 is 
currently a staff member in this office. 
College named to "New York Times" 
guide 
Messiah College is one of 221 univer-
sities and colleges from across the nation 
that have been selected for inclusion in 
the latest edition of The Best Buys in 
College Education. Compiled by New 
York Times Education Editor Edward 
B. Fiske, the book is often considered 
"the guide" to colleges among high 
school students and guidance counse-
lors. Selection is based on each college's 
profile and on academic and financial 
evaluations submitted by students from 
each institution. 
In the past year, Messiah has also 
been highlighted in the third edition of 
the well-known Peterson's Competitive 
Colleges, a profile of 302 institutions 
that consistently have more applicants 
with above-average credentials than they 
can accept. The New York Times guide 
is due to be published next month. 
Opening a new academic year 
As the Evangelical Visitor goes to 
press, the new Mellinger Residence Hall 
and the Sollenberger Sports Center are 
nearing completion, while the final ren-
ovation touches are being put on Old 
Main. Now completely equipped with 
new wiring and electrical systems, an 
elevator linking all four levels, and an 
additional fire tower, the "new" Old 
Main meets the safety and accessibility 
standards required by the Department 
of Labor and Industry. 
The third floor, unused for several 
years, will now house faculty offices and 
faculty support services. The President's 
Office, College Advancement Office, 
Word Processing, two classrooms, and 
the home economics labs are found on 
the second floor. The first floor contains 
the Academic, Business Admissions, 
Financial Aid, and Communications 
Offices. Printing Services, the Admis-
sions Mailroom, and Computer Ser-
vices are located on the ground level. We 
invite you to attend the dedication ser-
vice marking the completed renovation 
of Old Main, Messiah College's 75-year-
old original Grantham home, during 
Convocation Chapel on the morning of 
Tuesday, September 3. 
Welcoming new faculty members 
Dr. H. David Brandt, vice president 
for academic affairs and dean of the 
College, has announced the appoint-
ment of the following new faculty mem-
bers for the 1985-1986 academic year: 
Terry Brensinger (former pastor of 
Fellowship Chapel, Bronx, NY), assist-
ant professor of biblical studies; 
Ronald Burwell, professor of sociol-
ogy; 
Jack Cole, instructor in physical edu-
cation and assistant men's basketball 
coach; 
Edward Davis, assistant professor of 
science and history; 
L. Marlin Eby, associate professor of 
mathematics; 
Donald Harris, assistant professor of 
computer information systems; 
J. Robert Martin, part-time adjunct 
professor of chemistry; 
and Mike Russ, instructor in physical 
education, director of intramurals, and 
assistant soccer coach. 
In addition, two part-time Messiah 
faculty members—Yvonne Martin, as-
sistant professor of business administra-
tion, and Linda Parkyn, instructor in 
Spanish—will become full-time in the 
fall. Both women attend the Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Enrollment outlook 
Judging from the most recent Admis-
sions Office records, nearly 1800 stu-
dents (1080 women and 720 men) are 
expected to enroll at Messiah College 
for the Fall Semester. They represent 23 
states and 8 foreign countries. Among 
the expected 475 first-time freshmen, the 
most popular academic programs are 
business, mathematics, education, and 
nursing. 
The following 40 Brethren in Christ 
students are among the incoming stu-
dent body: 
Kathy Besecker, Waynesboro, PA; 
James Boyer, Denver, PA; Jennifer 
Boyer, Denver, PA; Dale Brantner, 
Lewisberry, PA; Avis Brubaker, New-
burg, PA; Glen Brubaker, Williams-
port, MD; Beth Byers, Chambersburg, 
PA; Sheila Cober, Ontario, Canada; 
Timothy Day, Ontario, Canada; Diane 
Donat, Columbia, PA; David Erisman, 
Columbia, PA; Mark Fish, Three 
Springs, PA; Douglas Fraser, Gran-
tham, PA; James Gambini III, Dills-
burg, PA; Kristin Garis, Hatfield, PA; 
Barry Ginder, Petersburg, WV; Bevin 
Ginder, Petersburg, WV; Jay Heisey, 
Manheim, PA; Jeffrey Herr, Manheim, 
PA; Kristen Hoffman, Palmyra, PA; 
Kimberly Jacobs, Fairfield, PA; Steven 
Keller, Greencastle, PA; Roxanne Ken-
nedy, Mercersburg, PA; 
Mary Long, Walkersville, MD; Mitch-
ell Martin, Upland, CA; Philip Melling-
er, Mount Joy, PA; Wanda Musser, 
Mechanicsburg, PA; Karen Peck, 
Waynesboro, PA; Tery Rhoades, Arcan-
um, OH; James Richter, Red Lion, PA; 
Vicky Seibert, East Berlin, PA, Philip 
Steckley, Ontario, Canada; Bradley 
Steinbrecher, Greenville, OH; Carrie 
Stoner, Akron, PA; Scott Stutzman, 
Ephrata, PA; Barry Thompson, Dun-
cansville, PA; Sandy Timmons, Green-
castle, PA; Lori Varner, Oakland Mills, 
PA; Brengle Waldron, Dillsburg, PA; 
and Cathy Weiand, Port Royal, PA. 
Correction 
The name of Jin Shi was inadvert-
ently omitted from the list of Brethren in 
Christ students who were members of 
the 1985 graduating class. She is a 
member of the Grantham, Pa., congre-
gation, and graduated magna cum laude. 
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Phjotb^s Journal 
'Share the Hope" 
Daily readings that 
define "hope" and 
illustrate how to share it. 
SEPTEMBER 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
S • 1 Col. 1:19-23 
M • 2 Col. 2:1-10 
T • 3 1 T h e s s . 1:2-10 
W • 4 1 T h e s s . 3:1-10 
T • 5 1 T h e s s . 5:1-8 
F • 6 2 T h e s s . 1:3-12 
S • 7 1 Tim. 1:1-7 
S • 8 1 Tim. 1:12-17 
M • 9 1 Tim. 2:1-7 
T • 10 1 Tim. 3:1-7 
W • 11 1 Tim. 3:8-13 
T • 12 1 Tim. 4:1-10 
F • 13 1 Tim. 4:11-16 
S • 14 1 Tim. 6:11-16 
S • 15 2 Tim. 1:3-7 
M D 16 2 Tim. 1:13-18 
T • 17 2 Tim. 2:22-26 
W • 18 2 Tim. 3:10-17 
T • 19 2 Tim. 4:1-8 
F • 20 Titus 2:1-10 
S • 21 Phi lemon 4-7 
S • 22 Hebrews 6:1-8 
M • 23 H e b r e w s 6:9-12 
T • 24 H e b r e w s 10:19-25 
W • 25 H e b r e w s 11:1-7 
T • 26 Hebrews 11:8-12 
F • 27 Hebrews 11:13-22 
S • 28 Hebrews 11:23-29 
S • 29 Hebrews 11:30-40 
M • 30 Hebrews 12:1-2 
OCTOBER 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
T • 1 J a m e s 1:2-8 
W • 2 J a m e s 2:1-5 
T • 3 J a m e s 2:14-20 
F • 4 J a m e s 2:21-26 
S • 5 1 Peter 1:3-12 
S • 6 1 Peter 1:13-21 
M • 7 1 Peter 5:6-11 
T • 8 2 Peter 1:5-11 
W • 9 1 J o h n 5:1-5 
Used by permission of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
I've often thought that I'd like to be 
able to wrap up the details of my life into 
neat little packages in somewhat the 
same way that I wrap packages for 
birthday and Christmas presents. 
When I wrap packages, I try when-
ever possible to put oddly shaped items 
into rectangular boxes. When items are 
confined to a box, there are no loose 
ends or inconvenient bulges. A wrapped 
box is neat and tidy. In the same way, 
I've discovered, I have a compulsion to 
wrap my life into neat packages. I like to 
figure things out, and once I think I have 
something figured out, I want to be able 
to put it away and not have to worry 
about it anymore. 
Unfortunately, life doesn't work that 
way. Rarely are there things that are 
forever settled, and just when I think I 
have everything all figured out, some-
thing else happens to unsettle me—and 
the neatly wrapped package begins to 
come apart. 
One of the things that I keep trying to 
force into a neat little package is my 
Christian faith. I want to be able to 
know the truth, to be sure of the truth 
once and for all, and to know that what I 
believe is right. Jesus said, "You will 
know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free." That's a tremendously liberat-
ing statement, but also a hard one to 
understand. What is "the truth," and if 
there is just one truth, then why is there 
so much disagreement, even within Chris-
tian circles, about the details of that 
truth? 
Questions like that continually plague 
me and prevent me from wrapping up 
my beliefs into neat little packages. My 
honesty compels me to admit that I 
don't know everything, that there might 
be things I don't know yet which will 
shed a new light on what I believe to be 
truth, that there might be other equally 
valid ways of understanding truth. 
That kind of honesty, then, makes me 
tolerant of a lot of different ideas. Of 
course there are limits to my tolerance, 
especially regarding lifestyle and behav-
ior, but in general,-1 am willing to admit 
that the answers aren't always clear-cut 
and simple. Such openness and toler-
ance creates problems when I try to 
function in a church setting which is 
theologically conservative and which 
operates on the assumption that truth is 
fairly easily wrapped up. 
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I want very much to be a vital part of 
the ministry of the church, and doing so 
is easier when I can wrap my faith in a 
package. Often I have no problem, and I 
feel comfortable and secure with my lit-
tle package of gospel truth. Inevitably, 
however, something happens to upset 
my comfort and security—someone asks 
a question I can't answer without taking 
apart my neatly wrapped package. 
I often wish I didn't have to live with 
unanswered questions—especially ques-
tions of faith. (Some examples: If God is 
good, why is there evil? What does it 
really mean to say that the Bible is 
"inspired"? Why do equally sincere Chris-
tians believe so differently regarding the 
morality of war? Why would God eter-
nally punish someone for "incorrect 
belief' when that person's behavior is 
more Christian, in my opinion, than 
many who profess "correct belief?) Some-
times I think I'd like everything to be 
simple, in black and white with no 
shades of gray. But it isn't—at least as 
far as I can tell—even though I think a 
lot of Christians act as though it is and 
seem to be very happy that way. My 
experience is that there are always ten-
sions and ambiguities which prevent 
easy answers. Even those things about 
which I come the closest to being "abso-
lutely convinced" are riddled with com-
plexities which require me to admit the 
incompleteness of my knowledge and 
understanding. 
One question I'd like to explore more 
in this journal is why it's so hard for 
many Christians to examine difficult 
issues. I'd also like to know why some 
people have no problem creating neat 
little packages (never seem to question), 
others don't seem to want neat packages 
(are comfortable with no answers—or 
very few), and others want neat pack-
ages but can't seem to keep them wrap-
ped neatly. Why do we often squelch 
questioning? Are we afraid that our 
faith will be destroyed, or at least under-
mined? If one's faith can be undermined 
so easily, is it a faith worth having? Does 
God really want us to wrap things up 
and never take them apart to examine 
them closely? 
These are just a few of the hard ques-
tions I ask myself. Not having answers 
to them is one reason I'm trying to learn 




Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you 
everything that is happening here. 
Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul: 
September is a significant month for 
us. It marks the resumption of school 
after Summer vacation. It is a time of 
year when we recognize that our chil-
dren and youth are growing up. Indeed, 
many today believe that our young are 
growing up too fast. Heavy demands are 
made upon them in school, in the home, 
in sports, and in other areas of their 
existence. 
Scholars are beginning to document 
this pressure in their research. Two 
excellent and readable books have been 
written on this subject by noted devel-
opmental psychologist, David Elkind: 
The Hurried Child on childhood and 
All Grown Up and No Place to Go on 
youth. 
There was a time when children wore 
children's clothes and "dressed up" like 
adults; today the pressure is on them to 
dress and act like adults all the time. 
Many other examples of the pressure on 
the young to grow up could be de-
scribed—the educational grading sys-
tem, the little league sports programs, 
the added responsibilities of single par-
ent homes, the portrayal in movies and 
TV of children as more mature than 
adults. David Elkind concludes that this 
pressure to grow up has created incredi-
ble stress for our children and youth. 
Elkind suggests two ways to help alle-
viate this stress. First, for children he 
stresses the importance of play. In our 
culture he believes that play and recrea-
tion have become work. We do not play 
at music, art, and sports; we compete in 
them. For children play is preparation 
for life. Instead of being thrust into the 
stresses of serious living, children should 
be allowed to play, fantasize, and 
experiment. In short, they should be 
allowed to be children. 
Second, for youth Elkind suggests 
that parents learn to say, "No." In our 
culture youth are faced with overwhelm-
ing responsibility. Parents can alleviate 
some of the resulting stress by setting 
and enforcing clear and consistent 
boundaries. These must be set firmly, 
but with care and concern. The purpose 
of parental authority is to help the 
young person cope with responsibility, 
not to destroy his/her self-concept. 
Paul, I think that Christians are also 
guilty of pushing their children to grow 
up too fast. Furthermore, we Brethren 
in Christ are not immune to this ten-
dency. I think this is particularly true in 
this generation because we have deem-
phasized our doctrine of separation. In 
generations past, the children were per-
haps less inclined to grow up too fast. 
We were more likely to play with our 
church friends than to perform and 
compete in school events. Indeed, as a 
generation that was not allowed to par-
ticipate in worldly events, we may be 
more likely to push our children to fulfill 
dreams we were never allowed to live 
out. 
Moreover, in our concern to be like 
the world, we have lost the inclination to 
say no to our youth. In the past our 
parents tended to say no to nearly every-
thing because we must be separate from 
the evil world. Today, however, we find 
it hard to say no. We want our youth to 
be happy. We do not want them to feel 
different like we did. As a result they do 
not really know who they are. Moreover, 
they lack the guidelines they so desper-
ately need, but are unable to give them-
selves. 
Paul, I would like to mention two 
additional examples of ways in which 
the young are pushed to grow up too 
fast. These examples speak directly to 
the church. 
First, we push children into early 
conversion. In your day, Paul, virtually 
all believers were adults. Yet, since the 
church reached its second generation, 
we have had trouble knowing what to 
do about the salvation of small children. 
Those of us in the believers church tradi-
tion think that a person must make a 
choice for himself to accept or reject 
Christ. Yet, in recent years, there has 
been pressure to lower the age of con-
version from adulthood to youth and 
even to childhood. The reason has been 
a good one—to ensure the salvation of 
the child. Yet, this is another example of 
pushing children to grow up. Do not get 
me wrong. I believe that children can 
have experiences with Christ at their 
own level, but these should not be inter-
preted as adult conversions. I personally 
"gave my heart to Christ" when I was 
five years old; this was a true encounter 
with Christ at a child's level. Neverthe-
less, my conversion was at the age of 19, 
when I made an adult commitment of 
my life goals to Christ. We must encour-
age children to respond to God as chil-
dren, but we should not force the child 
to grow up by reinterpreting this re-
sponse as adult conversion. In their 
response to God we must allow children 
to be children. 
Second, we push children to observe 
the church ordinances too early. Elkind 
tells of watching a young child come to 
the altar to take communion. She took 
the wafer from the minister, tasted it, 
and then gave it back because she did 
not like it. It seems that parents should 
not permit children to take communion 
until they understand and make a mature 
commitment to Christ. Yet, in this area 
parents are also reluctant to say no to 
their children. My daughter wants to 
take communion. She points out that 
other children her age are allowed do so. 
Yet, we believe that communion is a 
privilege that comes with the responsi-
bility of committing one's life to Christ, 
a responsibility that should not be pushed 
upon children too early. As a child I was 
not allowed to receive communion, but 
after the service we would go to the 
basement to eat some of the leftover 
bread and juice. Perhaps this is a way to 
allow children to playfully experience 
the ordinance without being confronted 
with the responsibilities too early. 
Paul, every age has been concerned 
about its young. I suppose that, even in 
your day, you thought that children had 
a particularly tough time. Yet, it does 
seem that the trends of the 1980s force 
our children to grow up too fast. Pray 
for us that we will be able to alleviate 
some of the stress that this brings. 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
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readers respond 
To be considered for publication, 
letters must be signed 
and should be 300 words or less. 
I was somewhat shocked when I read 
an article heading on page 26 in the June 
1985 Visitor: "Brethren in Christ giving 
up in 1984." I had read it as "Brethren in 
Christ giving UP in 1984," as though 
they were throwing in the towel rather 
than serving it. 
Then I took a closer look and realized 
it was to be read: "Brethren in Christ 
GIVING up in 1984," speaking about 
financial contributions. 
What a difference an inflection in the 
voice makes! 
Rollin E. Pepper 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 
"How Much is Enough?" 
Sitting at home this evening, my mind 
was drawn to the back of last Sunday's 
bulletin. It was a Brethren in Christ bul-
letin service by Dr. David McBeth on 
"How Much is Enough?' 
It was about storing up for ourselves, 
Matt. 6:19, and also providing for our 
own, 1 Tim. 5:8; also that we should 
share our wealth with our church by 
way of Cooperative Ministries for the 
outreach of the church. It was a very 
good article. 
Then my mind was drawn to the arti-
cle in the July issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor by Lewis B. Sider, "Motivated 
Giving." This we should all read. I heart-
ily agree with Luke 6:38, that we shall 
receive as we give. 
These articles drew my attention be-
cause of a discussion I had with my 
son-in-law, Jerel Book, who is pastor of 
the Mt. Pleasant Church in Mt. Joy, Pa. 
I told him I had always paid tithe on the 
amount of money I earned, not on my 
take home pay, so I paid tithe on the 
amount they took out for Social Se-
curity. 
Then came the question, "Does the 
Lord expect me to pay tithe on my 
Social Security check?" Jerel gave me a 
wise pastor's answer, "The Lord will 
never take away from you the blessing of 
giving." 
The Lord has surely been good to us 
as a family and I still believe we have 
freely received, therefore we shall con-




Referring to Brenda Brubaker's arti-
cle, "The role of women in the church" 
(July Visitor), I am wondering if it is a 
mark of our times that we can be so 
concerned about an issue to make very 
vigorous statements, yet leave out an 
important ingredient? I'm in agreement 
with much of what Brenda says, and I 
believe the Bible would give some sup-
port to what she says, but not once did 
she refer to the Bible. This was a concern 
to me as I read her article, which was 
well written and deserves our careful 
thought. 
Jerel L. Book 
Mount Joy, Pa. 
"War" casualties 
Our brotherhood should be doing 
more to prevent abortion and promote 
pro-life legislation, including a right-to-
life amendment to the U. S. Constitution. 
Please note the enclosed clipping graph-
ically showing that the war on the 
unborn has already had more than ten 
times as many casualties as all other 
wars in U. S. history combined. 
Mrs. Shirley Schillen Craghead 
Roanoke, Va. 
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A help to me 
I thought you might be interested in 
publishing a thought I had a while ago, 
and still think about often. It has been a 
great help to me in being a better witness 
for Christ. Unfortunately, we as Chris-
tians often fail to fulfill the Great Com-
mission given to us by Christ, our Lord. 
My thought is this: "If you're afraid 
of offending someone by witnessing to 
him, remember this: He will be much 
more offended by hell than he will ever 
be by you." 
I hope this thought will be of help to 
you, and possibly to others, if you 
decide to put it on the corner of a page, 
or wherever, in the case that you publish 
it. I appreciate you taking the time to 
read this. Thanks, also, for your publi-
cation. It has blessed our family im-
mensely. 
Heidi Lynn Haselhorst (age 14) 
Narvon, Pa. 
Pontius' Puddle 
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The subject was baptism. 
Three of us leaned back in our chairs, while the fourth stood 
at the door. We were talking about our experiences of being 
baptized. 
One person spoke of the pressure he had felt at the age often 
to be baptized and join the church. "Let me make it clear that I 
believe there can be childhood conversions," he said, "because I 
accepted Christ when I was nine. But I recall feeling pushed 
into being baptized and joining the church. And I still resent 
that today, even though I think the people then felt they were 
doing the right thing. I just didn't have the chance to make my 
own decisions about these very important issues." 
The fellow standing at the door reported a different feeling 
about his baptism. "I was nine when I was baptized. I 
remember having asked Christ into my life about two years 
earlier, during a revival service. During the altar call I went up 
to my father, who was sitting in the front row, and said I 
wanted to pray. I don't recall any pressure being put on me to 
be baptized, however. Of course, it was clearly taught in the 
church that baptism and church membership was the next step 
after you became a Christian. A number of other young peo-
ple, a little older than I, were baptized at the same time—by the 
bishop, in the river just outside of town." 
"Another girl and I were baptized together," the third person 
noted. "I can't remember much about how the decision was 
made that I should be baptized. I was ten and had accepted 
Christ during a revival meeting during the winter. I think it was 
just a foregone conclusion that after you accepted Christ, then 
you were baptized. I do remember that my friend Doris and I 
were baptized on Easter, and that we wore identical dresses. 
My sister stayed up late into the night Saturday to finish mine. 
"But my son has a different story," she continued. "Our 
pastor really put the pressure on him to be baptized when he 
was about 10. For a while he resisted, but finally gave in. I don't 
know why the pastor was so adamant—in retrospect, I guess I 
should have been more assertive. Then, when my son had a 
personal encounter with Christ during his college years, he 
decided he needed to be rebaptized. It was important to him, 
because he felt he had been forced into childhood baptism 
without really having a personal faith." 
I found that I had a different story to tell. Although I also 
grew up in the Brethren in Christ Church, and clearly under-
stood the hopes of my parents and others in the congregation 
that I would become a Christian, I cannot recall experiencing 
any pressure from them to accept Christ, to be baptized, or to 
join the church. I don't think it was because I was a rebellious, 
rotten little kid that nobody wanted around; in fact, I felt loved 
and accepted in the congregation. Although I remember 
responding to some preliminary "nudgings" of the Holy Spirit 
as I grew up, it was not until after I had graduated from high 
school that one Sunday evening, alone in my room, I made a 
conscious, deliberate commitment of my life in faith to Christ. 
After that, it was very easy and natural to be baptized and 
become a member of the congregation. 
The stories my three friends told served to confirm several 
observations I've been making over the last number of years: 
1. Doctrinally, the Brethren in Christ interpret baptism as 
the outward symbol of an inner, spiritual transformation. This 
inner change of the heart is a re-directing of one's life as the 
result of a personal response of faith to Christ's call. Therefore, 
to use a term employed by the church in earlier days, it is 
"inconsistent" to offer baptism to a person who cannot give a 
clear testimony of having accepted Christ as Savior. As is 
summarized in the Manual of Doctrine and Government, 
"Those who have sincerely repented of sin, who have by the 
exercise of their own personal faith received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Savior and have been 'born again' by the Holy Spirit, 
are eligible for the observance of this ordinance." 
2. "Pushing" or "pressuring" young children into baptism 
and church membership (or even pushing them into claiming a 
conversion experience) likewise seems totally inconsistent with 
what Brethren in Christ say we believe about salvation, free 
will, baptism, and church membership. And yet two of my 
friends spoke about childhood baptism using the words 
"pushed" and "pressured." It may be that well-intentioned 
adults forget (or do not realize) the tremendous influence that 
peers, parents, and pastors have on young children, especially 
children who tend to be compliant or have a sensitive con-
science and really want to do what is "right" or "expected." 
What we adults see as "suggesting" or "teaching" may be 
interpreted by the child as "requiring" or "demanding." 
3. A child exposed to biblical teaching in the context of a 
warm, supportive home and community of faith, quite natu-
rally and appropriately may develop a love for God and a 
desire to be a part of the life of the fellowship. As adults, we 
should be careful lest we misinterpret such responses as being 
more than what they actually are. Coincidentally or provi-
dentially—at least, without editorial planning—Onesimus 
makes much the same point elsewhere in this issue. 
(This introduces a related subject, that of how children 
raised in a Christian environment come to faith in Christ. 
Might some of the steps in their conversion differ from that of a 
person who has had no exposure to biblical teaching until well 
into adulthood? This is a topic we plan to address in a future 
issue of the Visitor.) 
After hearing the stories told by my three friends, I am more 
convinced than ever that by all means, we should encourage 
our children and teenagers to respond to Christ and his invita-
tion to new life in ways appropriate to their age. Like Jesus, we 
need to cherish children's simple love and trust in God. But we 
need to avoid pressuring children to make adult decisions 
prematurely. Instead, let us trust the Holy Spirit to take our 
fervent prayers, our biblical teachings, and the example of our 
daily lives, and bring our children to faith in Christ in God's 
time, not ours. 
G 
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It's time to think 1986 
Although all of us are still very much involved in making 
contributions for this year's budget, the regional conference 
Stewardship Promotion chairmen are reminding us that indi-
viduals, finance committees, church boards, and even congre-
gations are getting ready to do budget planning for 1986. 
With a church budget running a bit behind at this time of 
year, financial leaders of the local congregation may be tempt-
ed to be overly-cautious when looking ahead to the coming 
year. All of us need to have faith and remind ourselves that 
God's people have again and again risen to the challenge of 
ministry needs, and they will doubtlessly do the same yet in 
1985. 
God has been blessing his people and they have responded 
with their prayers and financial support. Giving to Coopera-
tive Ministries in the first six months of this year was 30 percent 
higher than in 1984! This includes proportionate, designated, 
and direct contributions. Encouragingly, proportionate (unre-
stricted) giving has shown the strongest increase. 
The 1986 budget for General Conference ministries is $3.4 
million, a healthy increase over this year's budget of $3 million. 
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Over two-thirds of that will be used for missions, evangelism, 
church-planting, and benevolent help. As congregations plan 
their budgets for General Conference ministries in 1986, they 
should keep in mind the importance of this growing brother-
hood outreach. 
Regional conference ministries are also a vital part of our 
total program. In 1986 the budget needs for regional ministries, 
mostly devoted to church planting, amount to $619,132, also a 
substantial increase over this year. Added to the budget for 
General Conference ministries, the total Cooperative Minis-
tries needs for 1986 come to just over $4 million. 
Congregational leaders ask their people, from time to time, 
to make bold faith commitments in a fund campaign for a local 
need. That is good. We all need to stretch and exercise our 
stewardship muscles in response to such special efforts. Should 
not the same thing happen at the total group level? 
As the Stewardship Promotion chairmen of the respective 
regional conferences lead the way, and as we wait before the 
Lord, seeking for guidance toward a bold faith venture in 
congregational giving, we will together plan for the best giving 
year in Brethren in Christ history. And that, of course, will 
result in a greater total outreach in evangelism and nurture— 
which is what our mission is all about. 
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STEWARDSHIP PROMOTION CHAIRMEN 
(Clockwise from bottom left) Allegheny Conference, 
Rev. Roger N. Witter, Chambersburg, PA; Atlantic 
Conference, David F. Sheppard, Jr., Harrisburg, PA; 
Canadian Conference, Rev. Leonard J. Chester, 
Agincourt, Ont.; Central Conference, Dr. Samuel M. 
Brubaker, Arcanum, OH; Midwest Conference, Rev. 
Charles Norman, Herington, KS; and Pacific Confer-
ence, Dr. R. Donald Shafer, Upland, CA. 
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